

































































































































































































~ Copyright, 1920, by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter - 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 103: Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, April 17, 1920 


Vol. Sixty-twe, No. 16 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 230 





Lesson for May 2 in this Issue 


Notes on Open Letters: 

Did Job and Daniel Ever Live? .........:cesseeeeeeees 222 
Looking Back on Christian Science ............--.+.++00++ 223 
How Grandmother Named the Committee ............-. 224 





Coatesville’s Apostolic Revival. By George T. B. Davis.. 225 


Where Orthodoxy is at Home. By W. B. Riley, D.D. .. 225 
How We Use the Psalms with the Lessons ..........-. 225 
General Lesson Helps ..........ceccaseessccccesecenreess 226-229 
The Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By Paul Rader ... 230 
NS 2 Rarer ee 
Books Worth Noting .......... 

For Family Worship «~.........-+.-+0++e+« 

Tithing Literature Free 





Lesson Calendar 


. 1. April 4.—Israel Ruled by Judges .......... Judges 2 : 6-23 
Or 


Easter ee REPO Petty TO eee ee Luke 24 : 13-35 


_ a. April 11.—Deborah and Barak Deliver Israel 


Judges 4:4 to 5:3! 


3. April 18—The Victory of Gideon’s Band ...... Judges 7 
4. April 25.—Ruth’s Wise Choice ...........-+.-+- Ruth 1 
5" May 2.—The Boy Samuel ...... 1 Samuel 1 : 24-28; 3 : 1-21 


6. May 9.—Eli and His Sons (May be used with 
Temperance Applications) ...1 Samuel. 2: 12-17; 4 : 1-18 

7. May 16—Victory Under Samuel ....... 1 Samuel 7 : 2-17 

8. May 23.—Israel’s First King ....1 Samuel 9:15 to 10 : 24 


Whitsunday SI ss acted phcgsceetsacps Acts 2:1-12, 37-41 
9. May go—Jonathan and His Armorbearer 


_ to, June 6.—Saul’s Failure .......,.c+seeceeesees rt Samuel 15 


1x. June 13.—A Shepherd Boy Chosen King..1 Samuel 16 : 1-13 
tz, June 20.—The Lord our Shepherd ......... es bees Psalm 23 








DVERTISING could have no reason for existence 

unless it could render real service to the reader 

of it. That is why certain advertising is not found 

in the columns of The Sunday School Times, and that 

‘is why so many readers are making such good use of 
the announcements appearing there. 


= 


The Greater Errand 
By Adelbert F. Caldwell 


"* Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, 
which are at home.’”’— Luke 9: 61. 
BLIND of soul, who feels that he 
Must first go home to say 
Farewell to those he’d leave behind, 
Ere following God’s way. > 




















“ Then not go home?” Aye, truly go, 
With winged sandals shod, 

To take —- and not farewells to give — 
Your friends with you to God! 





An Index cf the contents of The Sunday School 
Times for 1919, both general and classified by de- 
bariments, by titles, and by authors, giving also titles 
and authors of books noticed, may-be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company for 20 cents, 


a 
One by One 


Christ was always ready to talk with one person 
alone. He never thought 6ne person was too few, 
but evidently counted his own time well invested if 
only one would listen to him. And the servant is 
not above his Master -(Matt. 10:24). Therefore 
soul-winners from our _Lord’s day to this have rec- 
ognized that the one by one method is, all things 
considered, the most effective method that God has 
committed into the. hands of his children — ambas- 
sadors of Christ. The “One by One Working Band” 
of England has for years done a blessed service in 
po evangelism; and the following word in a 
etter from the Rev. W. Mallis, Honorary Secretary 
for India of this work, is most significant: “I am 
leaving India for a time in March of this year, 
on a tour through Australia, New Zealand, Tasmania, 
and I also hope to visit America and Canada as the 


Lord may lead. I am going in the interests of the 
One by One Band. I have been carrying on this work 
in connection with a pastorate, but the work has so 
rown among our Indian churches that I feel the 
rd would have me give all my time to it, and seek 
to stir up the Indian Christians. to do definite per- 
sonal work. I believe this to be the hope of India’s 


evangelizing. We can never do it with foreign workers 


or paid -agents. The Indian Christian must realize 
his and her responsibility to tell out the good news. 
uy hope is that as a result of this tour I may be 
able to give my whole time to this work in the great 
mission centers throughout India.” What a world- 
wide revival would immediately commence if every 
Christian should start, to-day, quietly speaking to the 
nearest unsaved souls, one by-one, about rist as 
Saviour! Will you start this revival where you are, 


to-day? 
a 


“The Hand of the Lord” 


We could do eotbing for God did he not “lend us 
a hand.” But since he does, we can do anything for 
him (Phil. 4:13). The book of Acts is constantly 
describing the motions of the hand of the Lord, un- 
seen yet omnipotent. ~It showered down the blessings 
of the day of Péntecost; it touched with healing the 
withered limb of the lame man at the beautiful gate 
of the temple; it inflicted the death stroke in divine 
jealousy upon two lying, money-tempted members of 
the early church; it shook the very walls of a 
building — spirit moving matter; it caught up, and 
tossed into the air, like a father playing with his lit- 
tle boy, the evangelist Philip, and let him gently 
down at Azotus; it incarnated its index finger in 
the man of Macedonia, and beckoned to Paul. All 
the supernatural workings of God as recorded in the 
book of Acts seem to undoubtedly the working 
of the hand of the Lord. In the eleventh chapter 
and twenty-first verse it is actually called that: “the 
hand of the Lord was with them” —the equivalent 
of the Spirit’s power muubiptying the, believers at 
Antioch. It was ever with the Lord’s people, and 
against his enemies. Elymas, the sorcerer, went 
blind because “the hand of the Lord is upon thee” 
Acts 13:11). “Grand metaphor indeed,” says Dr, 

rthur T. Pierson; “to express the active operation 


Is Your Whole 


T IS the will of God that your whole family 

should be saved.t There is.no ‘more welcome 

message to the child of God than to be assured 
of this. 

God has formed heaven on the family principle. 
Heaven is called by the great Son, “My Father’s 
house,” where he lives, loves, rules, and _ blesses. 
There is a deep consciousness in the heart of every 
child of God that heaven is our eternal home. 

God has patterned earth on the same family prin- 
ciple, and it is his will that each family on earth 
should be a miniature of heaven. 

In Genesis 7:1, “The Lord said unto Noah, Come 
thou and all thy house into the ark.” The ark is a 
type of Christ, and the flood of the judgment of 

od on sin. All who were in the ark were saved. 
It was the expressed will of God that all Noah’s 
house should be saved, and he had faith “to the 
saving of his house.” God is no respecter of per- 
sons, and he still gives the same invitation to every 
one.- If we have the faith of Noah the same re- 
sults will follow. e 

The Lord said of Abraham, “I know him, that-he 
will command his children and his household . . . 
and they shall keep the way of the Lord” (Gen. 18: 
19). God wants the head of every house to have a 
holy command over his household. The Heavenly 
Father is our pattern on this point. Just as He 
rules his family in love, patience, wisdom, sympathy, 





1This editorial is the substance of a message delivered 
in a recent Monday noon prayer-meeting in The Sunday 
School Times office by the Rev. B. Davidson, Founder and 
Director of the Ceylon and India General Mission. That 
message resulted in such a blessing to those who heard it 
that Mr. Davidson was asked to share it in this way with 
the whole Times family. 





em Spirit — the hand of the Lord! The Word of 


is the sword of the S ge and a sword needs 
a hand to grasp, hold, and wield it; the truth of 
God is a hammer, and needs a hand to give effective- 
ness to its blows. If vessels ‘are to be molded and 
fitted for service, a hand must do the sg and 
filling and carrying. Surely wherever the Gospel is 
triumphant, it is the Holy Spirit who is the hand of 
the Lord.” Are we letting that Hand work in the 
twentieth century Church as it did in the first! 


a 


“Give Us Fire” 


Fire is a treasure. Im the old days before 
matches were available a quenched fire was almost 
invariably a disaster. In one of the journals sent 
out to friends of the Algiers Mission Band there 
is a sketch by Miss Lillias ‘Protter, one of the mis- 
sionaries, representing two little Arab girls, standing 
on the veranda under the shadow of a twisted vine, 
the younger one —- out a bit of broken pottery. 
“Give us fire!” was the petition from these little 
girls —and no Arab woman would refuse such a re- 
quest. The custom of using a bit of broken pot to 
carry a coal to light a fire is universal in the East. 
We read of it in Isaiah 30:14. It all reminds us of 
how the world needs the fire of God to-day! The 
Friends’ Witness of England, commenting upon Miss 
Trotter’s sketch, points out that the fire that has 
power to warm the hearts of others is lit only from 
the altar of burnt sacrifice. God’s fire must be God- 
given. When the sin offering, the burnt offering, and 
the peace offering were made (Lev. 9), the blood was 
sprinkled upon the altar, and then “the glory of 
Jehovah appeared unto all the people. And there 
came forth fire from before Jehovah, and consumed 
upon the altar the burnt offering.” This miraculous 
fire. was the sign of the divine acceptance of the 
offering. “In like manner the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, in ‘cloven tongues as of fire,’ followed God’s 
acceptance of the One Offering at Calvary.” The sac- 
rifice of our Lord was once for all, Fire can never 
be extinguished upon the altar on which he was of- 
fered. That fire is as available for the Church of the 
Twentieth century as for the Church of the First 
century. The command -is a sqJemn one, “Quench 
not the Spirit” (1 Thess, 5:19). 


Family Saved ? 


and justice, showing a good example, so we should 
aim to be like him. 

The meaning of the word “house” includes not 
only the family, but servants or retainers also. Abra- 
ham sent three hundred and eighteen servants to 
deliver Lot. 

One of the most serious evils of the present ‘time 
is lack of parental authority,’ and it is the cause of 
untold mischief to the whole community. This de- 
fect largely arises from not going to the Bible te 
get God’s ideas on the subject. Eli's history is a 
clear proof of the wrath of God on even the High 
Priest because he was lax in parental. control. “I 
will judge his house forever for the iniquity which 
he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile 
and he restrained them not”-(1 Sam. 3:13). Eli’s 
lax control of his house cost the loss of his sons’ 
lives, the loss of the sacred ark of God, national de- 
feat, and the loss of many lives, including his own. 
May this be a solemn warning to those who “re- 
strain not” their house. 

Some parents rule their houses in a way they 
call righteous, but it is done in a cold, hard, and 
rigid spirit. The result is that the children break 
out in unusual excesses as soon as they have free- 
dom. Gdti does not rule his house in a cold, harsh 
way; he remembers the age and temperament of 
each one of us, and studies what is best for us in- 
dividually. 

There are likewise capable Christian business men 
who can control large business concerns success- 
fully, but these same men at home are like Eli. 
There is overcoming grace for every one of us, if 
we see our need, and appropriate the grace. 

When the Lord instituted the Passover, he said, 
“Take ...a lamb for a house.” The Passover was 
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one of the clearest types of redemption — salvation 
by the blood of the Lamb. God here shows that-he 
reckons the “house” as the unit for salvation. Of 
course each person in each house must repent and 
believe personally, but God will accomplish that, if 
we trust him to save our house. It is a great en- 
couragement to faith to see that God wants to save 
“all thy house.” a : 

Pharaoh wanted to keep “the little ones” in Egypt, 
while he permitted the others to leave Egypt in 
order to worship God. He knew well that if he kept 
the little ones he would soon have the parents back 
in Egypt also. Moses woes we listen to the pro- 
posal. Each father took all his family with him out 
of that land which typifies the world. 

How many Christians are there to-day who have 
left Egypt themselves, but have left their children 
behind in it, with worldly environment, companions, 
books, education, and amusements? Thousands have 
been ruined in this way who should have been claimed 
and trained for God, ; : 

Rahab is a beautiful instance of a sinner turnin 
to God, and getting her whole household saved. 
Joshua 2: 9-13 shows that she had true faith in God, 
and pleaded for “father, mother, brethren, and sis- 
ters” (v. 13). When Jericho’s walls fell flat, Rahab’s 
house did not fall, although it was built on the wall; 
that house stood, a solitary monument to the faith- 
fulness of God, in his desire to answer the prayer 
of a poor sinner for her household.: Joshua 6: 23-25 
tells us that her father, mother, brethren, and all her 
kindred (or famiiesntmargin) were saved. 

A young man living a gay life was saved. He be- 
longed to a family of nine, but all the rest, includ- 
ing parents, were unsaved; he began to pray for the 
salvation of his house, but Satan said to him, “Look 
at your past life; how can you expect God to answer 
your prayer for your house!” He said, “Yes, that 
is true, but I am not worse than Rahab, and God 
heard her prayer for her house.” He spoke to his 
brother, and soon he.was saved; that young man 

ersevered in praying, speaking, and writing until 
Fis parents and every one of that family were saved. 
Rahab’s experience shows that God will answer the 
prayer of any member of the house for the salvation 
of all the rest, if they will believe. Joshua, that 
good, sturdy servant of God, could publicly say, “If 
all others turn away from God, as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15). 

When the Lord Jesus healed the nobleman’s son, 
the nobleman “himself believed, and his whole house” 
(John 4:53). This was very beautiful, and just as 
it ought to be. We can imagine the joy of the Lord 
when he saw the whole house believe on him. 

Cornelius, a captain in the Roman army of occupa- 
tion in’ Palestine, was brought up as a heathen, but 
while he lived among the Jews he heard of the true 
God.. The Spirit convicted him of sin, and he began 
to pray for salvation. God heard his prayers, and 
sent an angel with a message direct from the heart 


of God: “Send for Peter, who shall tell thee words 
whereby thou atid all thy house shall be saved” (Acts 
11: 13, 24). 


Cornelius believed God, and sent two servants for 
Peter. It is press to trace the real faith of 
Cornelius in thi® matter, and also the width of his 
love for the salvation of others. Cornelius “called 
together his’ kinsmen and near friends” (Acts 10: 

. Can we not see that good man going around 
and calling on all his ‘kinsmen, inviting them to his 
house at a certain hour to hear words whereby they 
should be saved? Hegwould tell each one that God 
promised it, and°he bulttved God. 

God promised that all his house should be saved, 
but this earnest man brought in “his near friends.” 
This was outside of God’s promise. They were all 
waiting when Peter came, and he “found many that 
were come together.” God honored-that ‘man’s faith 
by pouring out his Spirit on “all them which heard 
the word,” and they all believed and were baptized. 

If there is joy in heaven over one sinner repent- 
ing, how much more over a whole household being 
saved! God loves to save whole households. It is 
his will that there should be complete, unbroken 
families in heaven, and he acts consistently on this 
principle with every one who will believe in him for 
it. : 
Let us remember that God made families. We 
have no choice as to the family we are born in, 
and the God who made the families wants to save 
them all. He is not willing that any should perish. 
God is more willing to save families than we are 
to have them saved. Each person or family saved 
is an addition to God’s own glorious family, and 
this brings him joy and glory. Cornelius would be 
a good witness for the Lord in telling others the 
willingness of God to save households, and near 
friends. 

Lydia was a capable, successful business woman 
with a house and means large enough to entertain 
friends. She listened to the preaching of Paul, the 
Lord opened her heart, and she received Christ and 
was saved. She was not content with her own sal- 
vation; but saw that God always speaks of a per- 
son and their household as being one unit; she real- 
ized it was her privilege to have her house saved, 
her relatives and servants brought into God’s fam- 
ily; and no doubt she prayed for each one of them, 
and probably told them how the Lord saved her. 
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————————— re 
Are You Having Victory To-day? 
“They shall fight against thee, but | 
they shall not prevail against thee; 

for I am with thee to save thee 

and to deliver thee, saith Jehovah” 
(Jer. 15 : 20). 






































God honored: her faith, and “she was baptized, and 
her household” (Acts 16: 15) 3 Paul would not have 
permitted any of them to baptized until he was 
satisfied that they were “born again.” } 

Stephanas and his household were also baptized. 
The story of the Philippian jailor is a most inter- 
esting record of God’s desire to save households. 
Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises to God at 
midnight in that prison; God_ sent an earthquake, 
convicted the jailor of his neéd of salvation, and 
he cried, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And 
they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16: 30, 31). 
We know that this precious promise, in its entirety, 
is as much for any one else as for that jailor. ii 
is the way in which God wants to save souls — 
“thou, and thy house.” God_has joined us and our 
house together, and “what God has joined, let not 
man put asunder.” This has been God’s will and 
way for salvation from the beginning: “thou and all 
thy house,” and it will be so until the end. 

The enemy of souls wants to blind the eyes of 
people to the fact that by believing on Christ, “Thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house.” “The promise is to 
you, and to your children.” Satan has been suc- 
cessful in cutting off the most important part of this 
great premise, so far as quoting it is concerned. We 
hear it quoted thus: “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” When that is be- 
lieved one person is saved, but when the: whole 
promise is believed, the whole house is saved,—a 
far mightier and wider work of grace. Oh, how 
God’s heart of mercy is grieved and limited by his 
people. 

The jailor was simple enough to believe the whole 
promise for his house as well as for. himself, and 
at this midnight hour he brought. Paul and _ Silas 
into his house, “and they spake the word of the 
Lord to him, and to all that were in his house”; the 
result was that they believed, and weré baptized, he 
and all his, and they “rejoiced, believing in God with 
all his house” (v. 34). What a happy sight, a be- 
lieving, rejoicing. saved household! How was it 
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accomplished? By a simple, sinful man believing in 
the promise of God, hich i 

as to him. | ‘ 
who will simply take him 

A man’s house is an int ‘part of himself, and 
it is the unvarying will of 
and his whole house, if he or she will trust God to 
do it. Of course the believer must seek to walk 
honestly in all the ways of God before he has a 
right to the promise. y A said to Zaccheus, “This 
day salvation is come to this house.” “The Lord 
give mercy to the house of Onesiphorus.” “ 
ishop must be one that ruleth well his own house. 

God wants our houses to be models of his 
and if we enter into God’s purpose and seek to rule 
our house as he rules his, our whole house shall 
be saved. I reach this precious truth in India, and 
God is faithful. About ninety percent of the con- 
verts are won on this principle. The greatest hin- 
drance that a Hindu has to contend with in accept- 
ing Christ is that he will be cast out by his family 
and will lose them; but when we show eae that the 
praeine of God as here set forth is that if he be- 
ieves both he and his house will-be saved, then he 
is greatly encouraged. . 

A policeman was saved about two years ago in 
India; he was a drunkard, an opium smoker, and 
guilty of other vile sins. I told him the story of 
the Philippian jailor. This inspired him with faith 
to seek the salvation of his relatives. He visited 
them ; he spoke, prayed and pleaded with them to come 
to Christ; he suffered persecution, but persevered, 
and when I left India in September twenty of his 
heathen relatives had been saved and baptized. 

Years ago I engaged a heathen cook, and as he 
thus became a member of my house, I had him in 
at family prayers. He was saved, and since then 
over thirty of his relatives have been saved, and 
some of them are now preachers of the Gospel. I 
could go on for a long time telling of such incidents, 
because God always keeps his promise. 

A Christian lady once told me that her son was 
breaking her heart with drinking, bad company,y-and 
even was in jail., At that time she did not know 
where he was. I pointed out to her God’s purpose and 
promises regarding our “house,” from Noah down. 
She said, “Since that boy was born twenty-six years 
ago I have prayed for his salvation every day.” 
pointed out to her that she trusted God for the first 
part of his promise to the. Philippian jailer many 
years ago, and God saved her. I asked her if God 
would not be equally faithful to fulfill the latter part 
of that promise if we trust him to do it. She said, 
“Of course he will, and I will claim and accept my 
boy’s salvation to-day.” On bended knees we did 
this, and I got a letter from this lady four: months 
later saying, “‘My son is back with me, saved, ‘and 
the joy of my heart!” 


> 


i 





Did Job and Daniel Ever Live? 


We are writing to ask if there is any authority for 
the belief that there was no such person as Job, but 
that the book of Job is simply an allegorical discourse; 
and that there were no such persons as the prophet 
Daniel and Job. 

“Would these things be considered “fundamentals” ?— 
New Hampshire Readers. 


‘The book of Job begins with the words: “There 
was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; 
and that man was perfect and upright, and one that 
feared God, and turned away from evil.” From 
that opening statement through to the last verse of 
the last or 42nd chapter, which reads, “So Job died, 
being old and full of days,” the entire book purports 
to be a record of historical fact. There is not a word 
in the book that suggests, either directly or indi- 
rectly, that it is anything but history. And the book 
is filled with references to geographical places and 
historical. persons mentioned elsewhere in Scripture. 
All this goes with history, not with allegory. On 
what grounds, therefore, shall any one who takes 
the Word of God as meaning what it says, “infer” 
that Job is “an allegorical discourse”? 

An exceedingly interesting note on the possible 
date and authorship of the book of Job, discussing 
the facts of persori and place that occur in the book, 
is given in Volume II of the Companion Bible (Ox- 
ford University Press, New York, $2.25 per volume). 

So as to the book of Daniel. This begins with 
a historical and chronological statement, “In the 
third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah 
came Nebuchadnezzar-king of Babylon unto Jeru- 
salem, and besieged it.”. A few verses later the 
young man Daniel comes into the record, and then 
follows the entire historical and prophetical book 
through its twelve chapters. Here again there is 
nothing to suggest anything allegorical, but. every- 
thing declares the historical. 

It is true that the Bible teaches sometimes by par- 
ables or symbolism. But whenever it does so it is 
evident, from the text or the context, that this is 





being done and that such a passage is not intended to 
be understood as history. The sound principle in 
Bible study is to accept as literal fact whatever the 
Bible offers as literal fact, and not to consider as 
parable or symbol any passage save where the text 
itself plainly shows that it must be so considered. 
Thus in the Gospels we are told that our Lord “spake 
to them many things in parables” (Matt. 13:3); and 
such a sentence introduces. the parable, Or again, 
when our Lord says that a person who “heareth my 
words, and doeth them . . . is like a man building 
a house,” etc. (Luke 6: 47-49), he plainly states that 
the description of the man building a house is a 
simile. Again, that there is much symbolism in the 
book of Revelation is plainly stated in the opening 
verse, where-we are told that Jesus Christ, who gave 
this revelation, “sent and signified it by ~his angel 
unto his servant John”; that word “signify’ means 
to tell in signs or symbols. ~ 

The fundamentals of the Christian faith are or- 
dinarily associated with such points as the full in- 
spiration of the Bible, the Persons of the Godhead, 
the substitutionary atonement of Christ through his 
shed blood and death, the bodily resurrection of 
Christ and of all men, the lost condition of all men 
by nature, salvation only through faith in Christ as 
Saviour, and the like.» A most valuable statement of 
such fundamentals may be had, in a leaflet on “The 
Fundamentals of the Faith,” a statement adopted at 
the great Niagara Bible Conference of some twenty- 
five years ago (to be had from The Great Commis- 
sion Prayer League, 808 North La Salle Street, Chi- 
cago, free for prayerful distribution). In this sense 
such details as those mentioned in: connection with 
Daniel and Job would not ordinarily be counted 
among the “fundamentals”; but on the other. hand 
it is difficult to see how any child of God who ac- 
cepts as “fundamental” that the Bible (in its orig- 
inal, autograph manuscripts) is the full and/ actual 
Word of God in its every syllable from cover to cover 
can have any doubt as to what the Bible says con- 
cerning these two Old Testament characters. 
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- Se two years ago (in the issue of January 


19, 1918 e Sunday School Times published 
eB testimony entitled “Why I oe 


U 
Christian Science,” written by “a new reader of The. 


Sunday School Times.” The first copy of this r 
sect by that “new reader” contained the Brent o.: 4 

ience of a veteran Y. M. C. A. secretary, en- 
ti “Saving a Christian Scientist,” which was 


- later published in pamphlet form under the title 


“Conversations with a Christian Scientist.”1 And 


-out of a full heart she wrote to the editors~of the 


Times a brief account of her own experience in 

Christian Science and her deliverance from it. 
Another reader of the Times read her letter, and 

wrote asking for her name and address, saying that 


-she would like to know the truth from her. With 


the permission of the first reader, the name and ad- 


~ dress were given by the editors, and there resulted an 


exceedingly interesti correspondence, parts of 
which an now Ps mig here, with the writer’s per- 
mission, as throwing a fi of light on what so 
many Christian ie sadly fail to recognize. 

The: letters of which. parts follow are all from 
the “new reader” whose first letter appeared ~in 


- The Sunday School Times two years ago; but they 


were not all written to the inquirer, some of them 
having been written to the editors. In giving per- 
mission for their use, the writer says truly that few 

ristians realize how many evangelical church- 
members are studying Christian Science to-day, and 
she expresses her deep conviction that every Chris- 
tian should know what it means to become a Chris- 
tian Scientist. 


-LETTER from the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times states that you had written to them in re- 

gard to a letter you had read in their paper, and that 
you had asked the name and address of the writer, 
saying you would like to know the truth from some 
one who had_ been. interested in Christian Science. 

I can only judge that as you read my little letter in 
The Sunday ool Times you cannot, as yet, be 
very far entangled in the meshes of Christian Science, 
for if..you had become a loyal Christian Scientist; 
you would not have cared or dared to read The Sun- 
day School Times any more than I would have done 
so during the many years:I was an earnest Scientist, 
for that kind of literature would have been called 
(according to the Christian Science teaching) “the 
mesmerism, of old orthodoxy”; and if, in the old 
days, I had -been tempted to read a few words and 
had then- been attacked-by an illness I would have 
known it was because’I had let into my mind_ the 
false belief that God= knew that: sin, sickness and 
trouble existed, and that belief would have manifested 
itself on my body in the form of sickness. Tjhen, 
if I could not cure myself in a few days, I would 
go to a practitioner, costing me probably between five 
anid twenty-five dollars—ihence it is considtred a 
much safer and cheaper plan to read only the Chris- 
tian Science literature. ~ ° 

One of the main teachings-of Christian Science is 
that if we can make ourselves believe that in reality 
there is.no sin, sickness, or death, not one of these 
conditions will be manifested in our lives. ¢ 

You will find in the home of nearly every Chris- 
tian Scientist some words by Mrs. Eddy in a little 
frame, beginning this way: “Keep your minds so 
filled with. Truth [C. S.] and Love that sin, disease, 
and death cannot enter.” You can readily see that 
as The Sunday School Times and all Christian lit- 
erature (including the Bible) freely admit and talk 
of sin, sickness, and death as really existing, it is 
impossible for one who is a consistent Scientist to 
let any of such literature into the mind without be- 


ginning to believe that it may be true. 


That was the very “wisest” thing Mrs. Eddy ever 
wrote, for it keeps Christian Scientists from ever 
learning what a delusion they are under. For just 
as Roman ‘Catholics would afraid to read any 
literature forbidden by their church, because of the 
penance due, so is a loyal Christian Scientist afraid 
to réad any other literature bécause of the fear it 
might bring and possibly consequent suffering and 
expense. 

As I look back now, I can only liken my condition 
under Christian Science to that of dhe who has been 
a morphine fiend for ten years, and then is cured. 

In the beginning a morphine fiend takes the drug 
because of severe physical pain, and, of ‘course, while 
under the drug does not feel: the pain though the 
disease is progressing just the same. And even if 
the disease is cured, thé morphine habit is formed, 
and the victim is never normal again unless through 





‘This pamphlet, “Conversations with a Christian Sci- 
entist,” may be had from The Sunday School ‘Times Com- 
pany at 40 cents a dozen copies; $3 for one hundred copies; 
single copies, 2 cents each, postpaid. 


g Back on Christian Scienc 


How it seems now to one’ who was ensnared and then delivered . 





some miraculous power or great suffering he is 
cured of the habit. WS Oe ‘ : 
While under the Christian Science delusion one 
makes himself believe that whatever or whenever 
his five senses testify to sin, sickness, death, or 
trouble of any kind it is a lie—hence Scientists can 
be at the funeral of the dearest member of. their 
family and not shed a tear, because, you see, they 
declare death is not true, for it is only the material 
senses that testify to it, and unless the senses testify 
to perfect harmony they are lying. You can readily 
see such persons are self-hypnotized all the time. 
Consequently I claim that one who is honestly try- 
ing to live a consistent life according to the teachings 
of Christian Science is living no more of a normal 
life, mentally, than if he were under the power of 
morphine, cocaine, or opium; those addicted to these 
drugs say that while “under the influence” they live 
an entirely different existence, mentally, believing 
things are real that are not real. — : 

At every. Christian Science service the followin 
words are read: “We take the inspired Word o 
the Bible to be our sufficient guide to eternal life.” 
One immediately concludes, “Surely this is of the 
Christian faith.” But as one remains in it year in 
and year out one soon notices that simply the same 
verses are repeated constantly, and always the verses 
that are given are only those that can be used or ex- 
plained 5 Science and Health as upholding the 
Christian Ritence faith or teaching. For instance, no 
verses are given at any time that speak of sin, sick- 
ness, or death as real: Very often the words of 
Jesus are quoted, “Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free”; but at once it is ex- 
plained that the word “truth” always means Chris- 
tian Science. And when, in the fourteenth chapter 
of John, Jesus says, “And I will pray the Father, and 
he shall give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you for éver,” Mrs. Eddy says in Science 
and Health,-“that Comforter I understand to be 
Christian Science.” 


WAS baptized in a Congregational church when 

I was thirteen years old, and became an earnest 
worker in all the church activities for a number of 
ears; then through a very dear friend I was led 
into Christian Science. After being a student of 
the teachings for three years I: took what is called 
class instruction under one of the leaditig Christian 
Science teachers here. My little girl was born the 
following year,:and I was told by my practitioner that 
as-I had only given birth to a divine idea, my body 
knowing nothing about it, I need not remain in bed; 
so on the third day I got up and, although dizzy, 
I bravely “denied” it and went on about my work. 
As a consequence a condition was left which at times 
causes severe suffering and: without. an operation 
will. never be remedied. I had Christian Science 
treatment off and on for four years, costing me 
hundreds of dollars, but with no results whatever. 

But all of this is nothing compared to the spiritual 
darkness I found I had gotten into. Through a 

eat trouble that came I found that to get any re- 
ief I must pray as I had prayed before I knew 
of Christian Science. And what was my horror to find 
I could not pray! “They had taken away my Lord, 
and I knew not where they had laid him.” And 
then came the struggle-to get untangled from it all 
and find God once more. nly those who have al- 
lowed themselves to be led away from Him know 
what it means! But, oh, the blessed peace when finall 
the Light broke through and I found once more all 
the comfort and satisfaction of prayer. to a Heavenly 
Father who is a Person, not just a principle; a. lov- 
ing Father who hears and answers prayer and sends 
a peace that passes all (human) understanding. 

And what a rest it is once more just to “believe 
God” in his blessed Word, to live once more a truly 
consistent Christian life and quit lying—for as I 
wrote to my Christian Science teacher, “I refused 
longer to bring up my little daughter to lie —to tell 
her that if she had a cold she must say ‘I have not 
got a cold,’ and try to make myself believe it was 
not.a sin, then face the verse in God’s Ward, 1 John 
1: 8, ‘If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us.’ ” 


3 IS absolutely impossible to believe the teachings 
of Christian Science and then pray. Prayer is 
the address of one person to another. Christian 
Science says, “God is Principle, not personality,” and 
that “man is the idea of divine Principle, not phys- 
ique.” {It also says, “In divine Science God and man 
are inseparable as Principle and its idea.” If God 
is: an‘ impersonal being, and man is a co-existent part 
ef God, then man is as impersonal as God. It is 
clear that an impersonal being cannot pray to an 
impersonal . being.’ In Christian Science one could 
not consistently pray to be delivered from evil, for 
there is‘no evil» One could not: pray to be delivered 





from sin,— if does not exist. One could not pray 
to be delivered from sickness and death, — they are 
not true. One could not pray to be delivered from 
the dangers in a material world, for a°material world 
must be made of matter, and “matter does not exist.” 


One can not pray to be delivered from trouble, for 


it does not exist. Hence the Christian Scientist has 
no need to pray. His whole mental work is the con- 
stant repeating of statements in Science and Health 
to hypnotize himself into believing that the state- 
ments are true in place of the facts that his human 
intelligence tells him are existing. 

‘You say, “I_am at a loss to understand why you 
remained in Christian Science as long as you did, 
having received neither physical benefit nor spiritual 
uplift.” 

_ Did you ever see a squirrel going round and round 
in a squirrel cage, no doubt thinking that some time 
it ‘will land somewhere, but it does not till it stops 
short and is either taken out or finds the door? - That 
was my position. As I have already said, just as 
a dope fiend while under the dope. believes the dis- 
ease is gone because he-does not feel the pain, so I, 
while under the mesmerism of Christian Science, did 
not realize that Satan was disguising himself as an 
angel of light, as Paul said he would in 2 Corinthians 
a: Os Yollnes read), and was leading me into 
a complete denial of the very thing that- meant_my 
soul’s salvation. It teaches in Science and Health, 
“The blood flowing through the veins of Jesus on 
the cross was no more efficacious to deliver from sin 
than it was when it flowed throtgh his veins as he 
walked the streets_of Jerusalem.” If you will read 
these references, Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14; 
Hebrews 9:12; Hebrews 13:12, and 10: 28-31, you 
will plainly see how grateful I am that I remained 
only ten years blinded by the ‘teachings of that 
“angel of light,” and did come back to my Saviour 
and my Lord before it was too late. 


ig I COULD tell you of these last four months’ 
oy cage you would surely pray more than 
ever before that any one who has ever been a Chris- 
tian Scientist may be led into the right fold where 
the right brethren may be raised up to surround this 
one and help by prayer and loving counsel. 

The two churches that I had beer. attending (sup- 
posedly orthodox) do not preach the Word of God, 
and seemingly do not want it taught, and. yet the 
members are so hungry for it. 

Knowing what I do of the claims made by Chris- 
tian Science, that only the Word of God is given in 
the Christian Seience church,—no talk of “making 
the world safe for democracy” oer “reconstruction 
after the war,” or any matters pertaining to, the world, 
— but only God’s Word (of course as explained by 
Science and Health, which the. poor.-.dear deluded 
people believe is a revelation from God), can one 
wonder when an orthodox ‘church-member’*has a 
heart-hunger for God’s Word, and is not. fed, and 
then possibly is ill and calls for healing, and is 
seemingly healed, that he thinks .he has found the 
church he has been looking, for? 

There is every protection put around a member 

of a Christian Science church to keep him a Scientist, 
but so little protection put around a Christian in other 
churches, and he becomes starved, and soon finds 
himself in his hunger feeding on husks. 
_ Only one who has been through it can know what 
it means to come out from it. Then to meet with 
those still in it who are seemingly having “the peace 
of God which passeth all understanding,” and to be 
told by them that the error of going back to “ortho- 
doxy” means “losing one’s wind? —tod the fear that 
that brings! 


LTALESD with a Christian Scientist yesterday who 
has been one for thirty-two years, and has lost 
four children; all under Science treatment, and is 
still blinded by it completely, and she feels so sorry 
for.me. Three weeks ago she attended a Christian 
Science lecture in New York City. The church was 


full at six-thirty for an eight o’clock lecture, the * 


crowd outside so large that these waited and filled 
the church again at nine o’clock to hear the lecturer. 
One of the statements he made was this: “There 
never was a material Jesus.” 

I said, “But, Mrs. 
says there was.” 

“Oh, yes,” she said, “of course in belief. there was. 
Why, when my little twelve-year-old girl left me 
[died], in handling the problem the nextday I saw 
clearly that she had never really existed as I had 
seemed to see her — and such a sense of peace came 
over me when I realized that.” 

What can we do but pray? There is seemingly 
no use in talking to them. The Holy Spirit must 
bring them under conviction first, for when they 
have taken a big enough dose of the poison they 
are not themselves. 
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How Grandmother Named the Committee 


Are you using any of these tested methods in 
; your Intermediate classes? — 





“What’s-the-News Committee? was chosen by 
acclamation out of several names proposed for 
the missionary committee, If I remember rightly, 
it was the dear old Methodist grandmother of one 
of the boys who proposed it. e were meeting at 
his home to talk over the year’s study of missions, 
and she had asked to come in during the singing, 
for we had a social way of opening every mect- 
ing with what they called a “good sing,” which 
seemed to set us all happily at ease and in harmony, 
“Will you sing one hymn to please me?” she asked 
winningly, and of course we sang it—a quaint, old- 
fashioned ditty entitled “What’s the News?” which 
she found in one.of her old hymn-books: 
“ Whene’er we meet, you always say, 
‘What’s the news? What’s the news?’” 


Of course the news was the wonderful news of 
Christ’s salvation and its publishing abroad to all 
who would listefis*And then some one said, “Why 
wouldn't that be a fine name for-the committee? Just 
let ’em find out all the missionary news there is and 
tell it to the rest of us?” i 

There was quite an enthusiasm about it, and the 
committee was named forthwith. It was voted to 
have a committee of three, to serve in rotation three 
months at a time. This did away in the beginning 
with one great problem — that of droning on through 
a long period with a bored or uninterested set, or of 
undertaking the delicate business of changing to a new 
one. Each quarter the change came about auto- 
matically, oo nobody’s feelings were hurt. From 
quarter to quarter it was found that a pleasant 
rivalry grew up as to who should furnish the most 
interesting and newsy reports of: work going on in 
mission fields. A third distinct advantage was that 
the whole claSs was “in it” at one time or another, 
and missionary knowledge grew apace, since all were 
seekers and imparters of information, instead of 
listeners all the time. 

The special “Missionary Sundays” were taken full 
advantage of, but we made a point of devoting five 
minutes of the lesson-time on many other Sundays 
to this very, important study. The method was unique. 
Not an instant was lost. Any~boy was privileged to 
begin,. and each usually tried to “fire” the first .ques- 
tion, with the result that often two or three asked 
simultatieously for:news of two or three countries. 
The ‘chairman of. the committee answered all ques- 
tions put them, one of the other »members showed 
maps“ahd poirited out» routes and other geographical 
matters, while the third member of the committee had 
it for his business to show illustrative pictures, pho- 
tographs of missionaries and other such interesting 
features. 

© fascinating did this way of studying missions 
become that not infrequently a special week-day night 
was added when the class met at one of the members’ 
houses, and it became a kind of social occasion, 
with much useful help. from globes and stereographs 
and real letters i= real missionaries, and even 
once or twice the presence of an actual missionary 
at home on furlough who had kindly consented to 
be our guest for the evening. The news of the 
kingdom became as absorbing and interesting as 
any other news, due as much as anything to the fact 
that we called it “news” and not “reports of mis- 
sions.”"—Mrs. A, B. Bryant, Upton, Mass. 


ue : 
How the Posters Surprise the Class 


WE HAVE made free use of class posters in 
our classes of boys and girls, and find the 
serve excellent purposes in a variety of ways. Eac 
month a committee of two is appointed to make the 
poster for the next month. The whole class then 
takes a few moments to discuss designs and ideas 
appropriate to the month. The committee has a 
right to use as many or as few of these suggestions 
as they wish when the poster is planned, but the 
discussion helps them to think up plans of their own 
if nothing more. We try to have every member 
of the class on one of the monthly committees dur- 
—— year. 

Ince the poster is begun the plans are kept a 
strict secret from all the rest of the class. The 
poster comes as a distinct surprise when it is hung 
the first Sunday in the month. 

Sometimes we loan our posters to the department 
or to another department, and at the end of the 
year have that department vote on the best one for 
the year. This plan stimulates effort on the part of 
each committee to do their very best. Sometimes 
we vote on them ourselves as a class. 

Materials for posters are gleaned in various ways. 
Sometimes they are drawn or sketched by the com- 
mittee, others are partly drawn and partly cut or 


A* Junior teacher can understand why a 


torn, others are made up of pictures clipped from 
magazines or traced off from sfch pictures by: means 
of. carbon paper. Sometimes they illustrate a series 
of lessons for the month with border decorations of 
the flowers or the season’s fruits and -activities, 
sometimes they are merely symbolical of the month’s 
principal holiday. 

Now and then we have a fee poster in .addi- 
tion to our monthly poster. is is done by a spe- 
cial committee, or some one does it and presents it to 
the class as a surprise gift from the individual, 

Among the interesting special day posters we had 
this year was one called Mid-summer. There was 
a watermelon patch in the left lower corner with a 
little darkey sitting on one big melon eating a huge 
slice. Over under the trees-near the right hand gorner 
was a swimming pool where several boys were splash- 
ing about. Near the center of the picture, a little 
back, a group of boys played .at ball. In the back- 
ground at left was an orchard in full fruit with 
children swinging, climbing, or picking flowers in the 
grass. At the right side background was a grove, 
and to the left of it a field of waving corn and a 
bit of pasture where contented cows browsed in the 
shade of the trees. , j 

There may have been too much in this picture 
from an artist’s standpoint, but it was full of in- 
terest to the class, who voted it one of the best of 
the year. 

Our Rally Day poster was another special. It 
showed. a string of boys and girls hurrying to the 
church on Sunday ree each bringing at least 
one, some bringing a whole string. At the top. of 
the poster were the words “Rally Day,” and at the 
bottom, “Every One Bring One.” On the bulletin 
board on the front of the church was posted our 
average attendance, and below it the number we ex- 
pected to have on Rally Day. The .superintendent 
of the school stood on the steps with a wide grin 
on his face as he used both tiands, to welcome the 
incoming. stream of boys and girls.. This poster was 
put up three weeks before Rally Day, on the Sunday 
we talked over plans for Rally Day in the class.— 
Jennie E, Stewart, Boulder, Col. 


Intermediate Teacher’s Meetings 


Ye WAS a large Bible school, so large that it had 
thirteen classes in the Intermediate department. 
Why could they not “flock by themselves” at the 
monthly teachers’ meeting — for a part of the time, 
at least? They would have special programs that 
would interest the teachers of all the ‘four years, 
for the lessons could be easily correlated. 


They had their opening session together, all the . 


teachers and officers of the school, brief devotionals, 
a half hour of teacher-training, an “inspiration,” and 
then they divided into departments for the lesson 
period. The Intermediate superintendent found the 
other departments also wished to be by themselves. 
As these meetings were held the last Tuesday of 
each month, they could take all the lessons of the 
following month. How could they combine four or 
five lessons of each of the five grades into an hour 
that would be of interest and profit to all? This 
is the way they did it. 
September Meeting for October Lessons 

Palestine, maps and word picture of Abraham and of 
Christ. 

Abraham as mian of vision. 

Jacob victor over self. 
Jesus victor dver self, 
boyhood. 

Christian life — what is it? . Discussion for all. 

October Meeting for November Lessons 

Egypt, map and historical outline. 

Joseph, boy and man —(living picture). 

Moses Prince of Egypt (word picture from Ingraham’s 
“Pillar of Fire’’). 
a disciple and apostle, shows inspiration by Christ, 
ow? 

Christian virtues, define relative importance, conference. 

November Meeting for D b l 

The Lawgiver and the law — Moses. 

Joshua and Gideon in character sketch. 

John, Son of Thunder — how transformed into the 
loved? 

Andrew characterized in two sentences. 

Mary and Martha, in costume. 


over the world, stressing his 
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Will You Do the Same? 


“I expect to put The Sunday School Times on my 
prayer list to-night, and keep it there till I die. Ex- 
cept my Bible, there is nothing else I read that helps 
me like The Sunday School Times.”—From an ‘le. 
bama Public School Superintendent. 


APRIL 17, 1920 


Jesus tells how to live by living. 

to show. 
sa December Meeting for January Lessons 

Saul—hero or failure, and why. 

David as shepherd, courtier, friend. 

Roman empire in Christ’s time (map work). 
Stephen. 
Philip. 
; Barnabas. 

Brief symposium of Christ’s miracles. 

Standards of Christian living, given quickly by pastor of 
superintendent. 


January Meeting for February Lessons 


Reigns of David and Solomon contrasted. 

The divided kingdom (map and historical significance), 
Elijah, character sketch, 

A transformtion—Saul to Paul. 

Jesus sending out disciples—are we included? 


February Meeting for March Lessons 


Elisha. 

The two Hebrew kingdoms (taken by two teachers 
alternating). 

Mark and Luke contrasted, men, Gospels. 

Jesus refuses crown, gains Peter’s recognition. 

Paul and Timothy. 

Importance of prayer and. Bible study. symposium. 


March Meeting for April Lessons 
Amos, Hezekjah, Isaiah, Jeremiah in costume with sen- 
tence messages. 
Justine, Augustine, Wycliffe, 
emphasized? 
Jesus’ last journey to Jerusalem (map and narrative). 
Church membership, what it includes. 


April Meeting for May Lessons 


Haggai, Habbakuk, Judas Maccabeus, John the Baptist, 
each tell story. 

Cyrus, as son of Esther, explains interest in Jews, 
Cyrus in costume. 

Savonarola, Luther, Calvin, 
are in the Hall of Fame. 

Jesus proclaimed King, the golden chapters of John, as 
teachers’ commission and promise (John 15 : 16). 

Church work — what kind for the different classes; dis¢ 
cussion. 


Circle give incident 


Vignettes 


Francis of Assisi, why 


Zinzendorf —tell why they 


May Meeting for June Lessons 
Living pictures, guess and tell significance. 


John Robinson, Roger Williams, John Eliot, William 
Penn. 

Wesley, Carey, Earl of Shaftesbury, Florence Nightin< 
gale. 


The Risen Christ. 
Church organization —a place for the young people in it, 


June Meeting for July Lessons 
David Livingstone — outline of life, emphasizing call to 
service. . 
Alexander Mackay — outline of ‘life, emphasizing call to 
service. 
The ‘Bible in the-life of the*-individiral, 
The Bible in the life of a nation: 


July Meeting for August Lessons 
In Darkest Africa (map—put on gold stars for Living- 
stone and Mackay, silver.stars for-mission stations to-day). 
How to correlate life of Mills, Asbury, Witherspoon, 
Capers with the assigned Bible verses. 
Bible voices of Hope, Courage, Inspiration — these given 
by impersonation. 


August Meeting for September Lessons 
Livingstone and Stanley. 
Mackay — did it pay? 
Moody, representative evangelism. 
The Big Three — Gough, Neal Dow, Frances Willard. 
Bible in the world, what it has done, what it may do} 
discussion. 


—Willametta Preston, Los Angeles, Cal. 
fd 


A Class With a Service Flag 


UR class of eleven- and twelve-year-old boys, 
known as “the Soldiers of the Cross,” are very 
proud of their class service flag, which contains 
twenty-eight service stars. This means that twenty- 
eight of the thirty-seven members belong to the 
church and are already enlisted in their Master’s 
service. . 
The flag, which is a blue’ field with white stars 
on a banner of red, is patterned after the service 
a of the late war. 
his class of thirty-seven may seem large to those 
who are in favor of the small class, but circumstances 
make it seem the logical thing in this particular case. 
The class began with ten boys of nine and ten years 
ef age. They were all in the fourth grade at school 
at the time. Then the class like true soldiers of the 
cross began to work. Gradually the class grew to 
fifteen, then to twenty, boys, and we began to talk 
about division. But as the boys had worked only 
among boys of their own ages, of course we soon 
had boys of ten who were in the fifth grade at school 
and boys of eleven in the same grade, then we had 
boys of both ages who were in the sixth grade. To 
divide according to grade in school was not going 
to work, and to divide according to class was going 
to be harder still. 

The class had to use the same class room, which 
was a fine large one, roomy enough for a class of 
forty to meet in general assembly. So we left the 
organization as it was, and as they had worked so 
hard to make it, and soon it numbered thirty-seven 
active, earnest boys. For recitation period we have 
two classes and two teachers, just for convenience 
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‘in handling the lessons. We also have a substitute 


teacher who is often called in to make a third group 
nf, boys: Ser: thie. lesson -geticd. k S, 

“The have three ball nines, graded accord- 

to ability to have four basket- 

ball teams, which play chiefly in winter when base- 


ball is out of the question. They are able to get 


up inter-class meets in either game, which result in 
benefit to the second, third, and fourth teams, 

use all this sort of playing is done largely for 
the benefit of the whole class and not merely to 
show which class is the better player. But when 


. they go out to play with other classes, then is when 


they go in to win, and they generally do.—Jennie E. 
Stewart, Boulder, Col. 


ig 3 
Coatesville’s Apostolic Revival 
By George T. B. Davis 


NEW kind of revival campaign, upon apostolic 
lines, has been carried on with great success 
at “Coatesville, Pa. The city ‘was districted and 
Christian workers of. the various churches went on 
a holy crusade from house to house, offering- small 
but beautiful Testaments free of cost to all who 
would enlist in The Pocket Testament League. The 
enrolment in the league was, however, only a step- 
ing-stone to enlisting’ them under the banner of the 
ross. While this was in progress hundreds of Chris- 
tians agreed to spend ten minutes or more daily in 
prayer for a gracious outpouring of God’s Spirit, 
and for a spiritual awakening. 

It is estimated that already more than four thou- 
sand. Testaments have been distributed in a city of about 
seventeen thousand people, and fully five hundred 
persons have marked cards signifying their accept- 
afice % Christ. The pastor of the largest church in 
Coatesville declared that he has witnessed all kinds 
of revival campaigns, but this is the sanest and most 
effective he has ever known. A few weeks ago he 
thrilled a body of business men ‘and’ ministers in 
Philadelphia in describing what God has wrought 
through His own Word. Will not all who read 
these lines pray fervently for such Bible, prayer, and 
soul-winning revivals as this in cities great and small 
throughout our land? 








Where Orthodoxy is at Home 


Fundamentals Conference Speakers Enthusiastically 
Welcomed in Canada and the South 


By W. B. Riley, D.D. 
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T HE campaign of Conferences on Christian Funda- 
mentals commencing the twenty-fourth day of last 
August with the “Twin Cities” of Minneapolis and 
St. Paul has circled the continent, and is now com- 
pleting a six months’ work at the same point with 
one of the greatest conferences the Twin. Cities have 
yet seen. In this time more than fifty large centers 
and an equal number of smaller ones have been vis- 
ited by the workers: organized under Dr. W. B. Riley, 
and fifty or more larger and lesser cities have en- 


joyed conferences arranged by his agents and com- , 


mitteemen. 

The circuit since Christmas included Berne, Ind., 
the great Mennonite community; Owensboro, Ky.; 
Massey Hall, Toronto, Can.; Brantford, Guelph, and 
Hamilton, Ont.; Winston-Salem, Charlotte, and New- 
ton, N. C.; Alcolu, S. C.; Jacksonville and Lakeland, 
Fla.; Houston, Dallas, Ft. Worth, Waxahachie, and 
Austin, Tex. . 

Outstanding features of this campaign might be 
summed up under the following heads: 

Without exception, great crowds have taxed the 
buildings provided for the conference assemblies; 
increasing enthusiasm on the part of the audiences 
has made easy the work of the speakers; the well- 
nigh universal attention and deep interest of the 

reachers has revealed the popularity of orthodoxy in 

th Canada and the South, while the universal de- 
cision to make each conference an annual. one shows 
the wisdotn of the circuit. suggestion made before 
the World’s. Conference on Christian Fufdamentals 
at Philadelphia last May. 

In economy of time, money and men, the old time 
Chautauqua circuit, as an atrangement, cannot be 
improved upon. In addition to the decision of every 
point.visited to be reached again within a year, scores 
of adjoining cities have placed requests with the 
committee to be remembered when consideration is 
being given to future circuits. 

Speakers employed in this Southern series of con- 
ferences have been Dr. A. C. Dixon, late pastor of 
the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London, England, and 
now on the faculty of the Los Angeles Bible Insti- 
tute; W. P. White, pastor of the United Presbyterian 
Church, Albany; Ore.; Henry Ostrom, noted Metho- 
dist Bible teacher and evangelist; George Guille, 
Presbyterian minister and a representative of the 


Moody Institute of Chicago, resident at Athens, — 


Tenn.; Luther Little, pastor of the First Baptist 
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Church, Charlotte, N. C.; W. Leon Tucker, editor of 
the Wonderful Word, New York City, and W, B. 
Riley, Superintendent of. the Northwestern Bible 
and Missionary Training School, Minneapolis, Minn. 

The singing has been under the general superin- 
tendence of Arthur W. McKee, and Dalbert Coutts, 
the pitts Scotch pianist. The Dallas and Ft. Worth 
conferences were held at the same time, and Robert 
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s 
Jolly, the splendid Southern soloist and choir leader, 
was in charge of the music at Dallas. 

The third annual World Conference on Christian 
Fundamentals will be held this year in the Moody 
Tabernacle, Chicago, from June 13 to 20, Full in- 
formation may be had by writing Fundamentals 
asiterenre Headquarters, Moody Tabernacle, Chi- 
cago, Ill. 





How We Use the Psalms with the Lessons 


Sunday School Times readers tell why they wish 
Psalm selections continued 


‘ 





— 





The Sunday School Times publishes weekly'a list of Hymns and Psalms Sorpiate to the Sunday- 
; use of, the Psalm selections 


school lesson. Not being clear that there was 


general demand for, or 


given in connection with the list of hymns, the mes last winter for a short period omitted the Psalm 
selections. But at the same time the readers of the paper were asked to say whether or not they 
missed the Psalm selections, and, if tiey had been using them, what wgs their method? A very 


decided protest was registered in letters 
and from this ndence the symposium here 


received in answer to this call, against omitting Psalm selections, 


What a wonderful tribute it is 


correspond. = is made up. 
to the comfort and help that the Psalms hold for the saints ! The many Times readers, by the way, 


who are memorizing Psalms selected in the 1920 Bible Success Band Booklet, will be interested in 
these letters. It is evident from these letters that the list of Psalms must be continued, and they will be 
found weekly, along with the other lesson material, under the title, ‘‘Lesson Hymns and Psalms.’’ y 


How the Psalms Fit the Lessons.—A very high 
authority on the Hebrew text of the Psalms avers 
that the “Psalms were written only to be sung, not 
read; and unless they are sung, we miss their force 
and beauty to a large extent.” 

Now to illustrate how they fit in with the Sabbath 
school lessons. Take the lessons of the First Quar- 
ter for 1920, and we find Peter in the first lesson quot- 
ing both from the Sixteenth and One hundred and 
tenth Psalms. Why not sing at least those two? That 
is what we do. Then in the third lesson of the Quar- 
ter, Peter and John quote from the One hundred and 
eighteenth and from the Second Psalms. Why not 
sing these? In Lesson eight, the Golden Text is 
from Psalm 34. Why not sing it? 

These inStances are evident enough, no doubt. 
How would we proceed, say, as to Lesson two? Take 
the Twenty-seventh Psalm. One vérse runs thus, 
“One thing I ‘seek through grace, for this to God 
I pray; that*in His holy place, I evermore may stay, 
to see the beauty of the Lé&d, and in his temple 
seek his word.” Peter and John no doubt had the 
same desire as they. went into the temple. In the 
same Psalm, another line is, “Jehovah is my light 
and my salvation, the strength of my life.” So the 
lame man found out. F 

In Lesson four, we can use, for example, part of 
the One hundred and nineteenth Psalm, “O let the 
wicked way of lies removed far from me be, and 
graciously thy holy law do thou grant unto me.” 

Sufficient examples have been given to show that 
the Psalms fit every experience of life. The Psalms 
are full of Christ. He himself says so. They have 
praise to God in them—an element so lacking in 
most of the hymns. The Psalms not only are rich 
in praise but also in prayer. The publican’s prayer is 
found almost in its entirety in Psalm 56:1, first 
clause.—A Virginia Minister. 


Psalm Teaching in Every Lesson.—I cannot use 
the Psalms in any song service in my Sunday-school, 
but I can call attention to their use in illuminating 
the lesson text. 

I was>brought up in the Reformed Presbyterian 
(Covenanter) Church, and the Psalms were our only 
hymns. I had them all committed to memory at eight 
years of age. 

I have throughout many years been accustomed to 
compare each Sunday-school lesson with the Psalms, 
and have never failed to find some one — or more — 








Not a few men making no professions to Chris- 
tianity and some secular newspapers and maga- 
Zines are saying to-day that the need of a world 
lately emerged from a World War, is “religion,” 
is prayer, is Christianity. But can there be any 
return to “the faith of the fathers” without first 
a revival of real religionein the church of Christ? 
Even if you are awake to your own responsibility 
as a Chistian, and-are praying for a revival, 
would you not like to help your Christian friends 
get the vision? If so, you may wish to send for 
a pamphizt reproducing an editorial: from The 
Sunday School Times; entitled “Fifty Thousand 
Which Could Keep Rank,” and suggesting “The 
next great duty of the church,’ This pamphlet 
will be furnished free of charge to all who apply 
for it, stating how many copies they will use 
without waste; and my dye will be re- 
ceived from any who are led to contribute to a 
fund for this purpose. So. far as the Lord pro- 
vides the means, the pamphlet thus will be given 
away. Requests for copies, and gifts of money 
for its distribution, may be sent to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 


Psalm teaching the same doctrine as was taught in 
the lesson for the day, no matter from which one 
of the Testaments the lesson had been selected.— 
J.M.D.C., Kidder, Mo. 


Using the Selections at Family Worship.—We 
have used the Psalm selections in our morning fam- 
oy worship ever since we knew of them, as we 
a th sing the Psalms in. our rs at home at 
regular times. We use the Home Readings and 
Psalm .Selections in the morning, and read the Bible 
in course and sing the Psalms in course for evening 
worship.—An Iowa Pastor. 


Getting the Most Out of the Selections.—For 
a number of years I have been using the 
Psalm Selections that you print every week in The 
Sunday School Times. The selections are used in 
our Sabbath-school exercises, and in our Wednes- 
day evening prayer-meeting as we study the Sunday- 
school lesson for the following Sabbath. 

In my own personal reading I am very fond of 
the’ Psalms, and often read those suggested by you, 
bearing on the lesson I am studying, Might I sug- 
gest that Psalm Selections could be used in: connec- 
tion with the Young People’s Prayer-Meeting Topic? 
We sing. Psalms in our. meetings, and often our 
younger leaders are puzzled as to what Psalms to 
select. Quite a number have the Times in their 
homes, and it would be a great help.—A Philadelphia 
Subscriber, 


A Storehouse of Saints’ Experiences.—We use the 
Metrical Version of the Psalms along with hymins in 
the opening and closing of the Sunday-school and 
church services, and in my teaching I make fre- 
quent use of the ‘Psalms. In personal study and 
reading I have. read the, Psalms daily for sixty-five 
years, ever since in early days I became concerned 
ee my spiritual welfare. 

find in them the great storehouse of the spiritual 
experiences of the saints of God in ages gone by, 
and yet they are still true to everyday life and need. 
I find in them the choicest and most fitting language 
with which to come into the presence of God and 
pour out the heart before Him, whether in joy or 
sorrow, grief or gladness, thanksgiving or humilia- 
tion, confession or contrition, or any or all of the 
longings and hungerings of my spiritual nature for 
God Himself in Christ Jesus as the only portion of 
my soul. 

The Psalms furnish an infallible test as to our 
relationship to God. If in sincerity of heart we can 
come into the presence of God, take up the language 
of these Psalms and make it our own, we know that 
the same Holy Spirit. who breathed through the 
writers of these Psalms is breathing into our souls 
and witnessing to us that we are one in heart with all 
those who have gone before; that we are of the 
same family of God and household of faith. God’s 
Spirit is witnessing with our spirits that we are the 
children of God.—R. McQ., Galt, Ont., Can. 


_ How a Mothers’ Class Uses the Psalms.—My class 
isthe Woman’s Adult with a membership above fifty, 
though our average attendance is small, as the mem- 
bers are all mothers. Each Sunday at the close of 
the lesson period I give out the Psalm numbers for 
the week's reading, study, and reflection to impre$s 
eungly and leisurely the main Sunday lesson.—A 
Pennsylvania Reader. ; 


Reciting a Psalm Weekly.—We recite or read a 
Psalm in either the opening or closing exercises 
each week, and I have found the selections very help- 
ful—A New York Reader. 


Psalm-Singing in a Hospital for the Insane.—I use 
your list of Psalm selections frequently, and I have 
noticed its completeness and the appropriateness of 
the selections —A Worker Among the Insane. 
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Getting Started in Class 


HAT is said to be a new world record in 
Wie eee of books was established last fall, ac- 
1 







cording to the Phiidalephia Public Ledger of 
October 24, 1919, when a single volume sold for $100,- 
ooo. A New York book collector purchased the only 


known copy of the first collected edition of Shakes- 
peare’s works. The rare old volume was published 
in London in 1 It is smaller than many a piece 
ef jewelry bringing the same price, seven by five and. 
one-quarter inches, and is half an inch thick. 

This incident might be related to the class as an 
illustration of the statement, “the word of Jehovah 
was precious in those days” (w1). The Bible, thank 
God, does not cost a fabulous price, but it is the 
most precious Bock) 


Our Background Material 


If we may take Our Background Material in part 
this week from Church re rather than from 
Bible history, let us take a look at a young monk, 
with a scholarly temperament, rummaging among 
the shelves of a dark room in the library at his uni- 
versity. He discovers a Latin copy of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. “He is filled with astonishment at finding 
more in this. volume than those fragments of the 
Gospels and Epistles,” which were read every Sun- 
day at the mass. “He had thought that these frag- 
ments were the whole Word of God.” As he opened 
that volume in those days when, .too, “the Word of 
.God was precious,” the first Bases that arrested his 
attention told the story of Hannah and the youn 
Samuel. Martin Luther, the Erfurt student, rea 
on and on. The great historian of the Reformation, 
D’Aubigne, says, “the Reformation lay in that Bible.” 

Other Background Material is furnished by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (Introduction, I, 1, 2), and Addi- 
tional Material for Teachers, 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face Sgures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

At the International Sunday School Convention 
at Buffalo, in 1918, some of the speakers used the 
expression, “specializing in parenthood.” If there 
were more of that to-day there would be less Bol- 
shevism, less lawlessness of every kind the world over. 
When we think of Hannah, the mother of Samuel, 
our-thought usually runs on to Monica, the mother of 
Augustine; to. Susannah, the mother of the Wesleys, 
ant other women notable in history for the sons 
they reared. Hannah was a specialist in parenthood. 

The Family Worse? department in its exposition 
for Monday sugges‘s how fine it is to work with 
God in the very beginnings of the little orie’s ex- 
istence, 

The Adult Division leaflet No. 6, giving the plan 
for the Parents’ Department of the Sunday-school, 
may be. had from the International Sunday School 
Association (1516 Mallers Building, Chicago, at 3 
cents a copy). 

This Bible story of a child records the very early 
beginnings of a complete life (Dr. Smellie, 1; Mrs. 
Askew, 1; Dr. Thomas III, 4). Samuel naturally 
supposed when he was aroused by the Voice that in- 
firm and half blind old Eli needed some help, and this 
explains his sympathetic alacrity (v. 2) (Dr. Ellis). 
The fact that the lamp of God was not yet extin- 

Sn ty shows that God’s call to the boy came just 

fore daybreak, when the Golden Candlestick in 
the Sanctuary, lit in the early evening, would be 
blown out. 

The fact that Samuel “did not yet know Jehovah” 
(v. 7) does not mean that he did not have “the 
general religious knowledge of a pious Israelite,” 
but rather lacked, up to this period, “the special 
knowledge communicated by personal revelation.” 
But now, as the tenth verse shows in remarkable 
piracooteny: “Jehovah came, .and stood”! The Cam- 

ridge Bible, which is particularly helpful on this 
lesson, says, “The Voice became a Vision. ... The 
visible manifestations of Jehovah or the Angel of 
Jehovah in the Old Testament were foreshadowings 
of the Incarnation.” 

The class should be led on to bring out the con- 
trast between the way Elkanah and Hannah accepted 
the responsibilities of home training, and the way in 
which Eli did. The leading editorial in this issue, 
“Is Your Whole Family Saved?” is a valuable testi- 
mony to the right of all the children of Christian 
parents to be saved. God chose a boy from a house 
where all the children had been gathered in, accord- 
ing to Jehovah’s promise and expectation, to carry 
the message of doom to that man (who of all men 


LESSON 5. MAY 2. 
Golden Weegee ta ee ip ey my ways.—Proverbs 23 : 26 
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1 Samuel I : 24-28; 3: 1-21 


eyes 





Devotional ing: Psalm 84. 
Additional ial for Teachers; 1 Sam, 1: 1-23; 2 : 1-36. 
i Topic: Samuel in , 


The Child 7 . 
Lesson Material; 1 Sam. 1 ; 21-28; 2:11, 18, 19, 26. 
{ _ Memory Verse: Serve Jehovah with gladness. Psalm 100 : 2. 
Junieg Tooke Feces : x Sam. 3; 1-21, 
Memory Verse: 1 Sam. 3: 
Intermediate and Senior Tepic : Training for Religious Leader- 
nie: sonal Material: x Sam. 1:1 to 9; 21. 
Topic for Young : Religious Capacities and 
Training of r 
Additional Material; Prov, 22:6; Eccles. 12:1; Luke 23585, 
2 Tim. 3: 34, 15. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 


sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 Samuel 3: 1-13, 19, 20 . 


1 And the child Samuel ministered unto Jehovah before 
And the word of Jehovah was ‘precious in those days; 
there was no “frequent vision. 2 And it came to pass at 
that time, when Eli was laid down in his place (now his 
eyes had begun to wax dim, so that he could not see), 3 
and the lamp of God was not yet gone out, and Samuel 
was laid down to sleep, in the temple of Jehovah, where 
the ark of God was; 4 that Jehovah called Samuel: and he 
said, Here am I. 5 And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here 
am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not; 
lie down again. And he went and lay down. And 
Jehovah called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and 
went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. 
And he answered, I called not, my son; lie down again. 
7 Now Samuel did not yet know Jehovah, neither was the 
word of Jehovah yet revealed unto him. 8 And Jehovah 
called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and 
went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. 
And Eli perceived that Jehovah had called the child. 9 
Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall 
be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, Jehovah; for 
thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his 
place. ‘ 

1@ And Jehovah came, and stood, and called as at other 
times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel said, Speak; for 
thy servant heareth. 11 And Jehovah said to Samuel, Be- 
hold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears 
of every one that heareth it shall tingle. 12 In that day 
I will perform against Eli all that I have spoken concern- 
ing his house, from the beginning even unto the end. 13 
For I have told him That I will judge his house for ever, 
for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons did bring 
a curse upon themselves, and he restrained them not. 

19 And Samuel grew, and Jehovah was with him, and 
did let none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And all 
Israel from Dan even to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was 
established to be a prophet of Jehovah, 


1Or, rare "Heb. widely spread 
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in the nation would be expected to have raised his 
children rightly), for failure to meet his parental re- 
sponsibilities, 

Rotherham and the Companion Bible point out that 
the Septuagint gives the correct reading of verse 
13: “For the iniquity which he [Eli] knoweth in that 
his sons are cursing God, and he hath not rebuked 
them.” The priests of Jehovah breaking the Third 
Commandment! In his book, “My Four Religious 
Teachers” (The Sunday School Times Co., 1031. Wal- 
nut Street Philadelphia, $1), the late Dr. H. Clay 
Trumbull tells of meeting Dr. Hoface Bushnell, and 
telling that brilliant thinker of “my first bit of inde- 
endent exegesis.” Young Trumbull had been study- 
ing the Third Commandment, and had “emphasized 
the truth that to ‘take .. . in vain’ the name of Je- 
hovah as our God was not to speak or write it pro- 
fanely, but was to claim a right to uplift or bear it 
without doing this in sincerity and reverence.” And 
Dr. Bushnell said to that young Bible student, as the 
conversation ended, “You have given me a great truth, 
and I thank you.” This kind of profanity, the profan- 
ity of hypocritical lives, was the sin of Hophni and 
Phinehas. 

Eli “restrained” not his sons (v. 13). He was 
contented with mild expostulation (2:23), instead 
of administering such discipline as would either have 
brought his sons to repentance, or would have re- 
moved them from the sacred office which they were 
thoroughly unworthy of. Some one is going to be 
master in your home — either parent or child. Chas- 
tisement administered in anger is sinful, but the time 
frequently comes when it needs to be given in love 
and with prayer, in order to convince thé child that 
his selfish will must be curbed (Mr. Ridgway, 2): 

This story @f Jehovah’s appearance to Samuel 
thrilled the whole nation (v. 20), and it is little won- 
der that the pens foresaw that the boy was to be 
a prophet (Dr. Smellie, 2, and following). “The 
fulfilment of his prophetic utterances was the attesta- 
tion of his divine mission.” 


The Truth that Is Golden 


“Jehovah was calling the boy.” 
renders verse 8 “Eli perceived” it. 


So Rotherham 
Happy the pas- 
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THE BOY SAMUEL 









itor or superintendent or teacher who is di i 
Henough to help- the young folks to hear and 

| God’s call to service (Mf. Banks’ first pa ph). 
ehovah is calling the boys and girls (Dr. Griffith 
homas, III, 5): a 


Teaching Points 


We can never out-give God, no matter how costly 
our gifts to him (Mrs. Askew, 2). 


Are we letting God speak to us? A Christian 
worker in Far stern lands devotes part of his 
early morning devotions simply to listening to God. 
He receives wonderful messages, sometimes for him- 
self, sometimes for others, as was that morning mes- 
sage for Samuel. The late Dr. A, T. Pierson had 
such a time for listening (Illustration Round-Table, 
2; Mr. Rogers, 2). 


“The lamp of God” (v. 3) was the seven- branched 
golden candlestick that stood in the Holy Place % 







poet the Table of Shewbread (Exod. 25: 31-37). 
t was lit every evening (Exod, 27: 20, 21; 30:7, 8), 
and extinguished in the morning. In Revelation 1: 
20, we see what the candlesticks typify, and in Rev- 
lation 2:5 that it is possible for our “lamp of God” 
to get misplaced. Is ours in place? (See Illustra- 
tion Round-Table, 1). 


Samuel-was God’s little errand boy. He-was mod- 
est about the delivery of the first message that God 
gave him, but. he gave it all fully and &ccurately 
when it came to the point. Parent, pastor, teacher, 
friend, are you delivering that difficult warning to 
child, parishioner, pupil, or intimate that God has 
especially called you to speak? (Dr. Smellie, 3; Mr. 
Ridgway, 1; Mrs. Askew, 3; Mr. Howard’s Plat- 
form. message.) 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
How were Eli’s sons breaking the Third’ Com- 
mandment? “ 
Are we restraining our children any better ‘than 
Eli did his? 
Is your boy, under his present home: training, “fit 
for God-to call and use? p 
RS ae does. Samuel’s name signify? (Mr. Rogers, 


What ‘is the significance of Jehovah’s double call 
to Samuel? (Dr? Griffith Thomas, I, 3.) 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Pd . 
THe Law or Expression.—All thought or 
feeling tends to express itself in some form. 











HE lesson itself is an illustration of this law. 

Hannah expfessed her gratitude to God for the 
gift of her little boy by dedicating him to the ser- 
vice of the Lord, and Samuel expresses his own 
devotion, og Beg h he was, by a faithful ministry 
to the Lord before Eli. How faithful his service was 
is shown in his quick response even in the night to 
what he supposed was the thrice repeated call of 
the old priest. May it be possible too that his fail- 
ure to repeat the response just as: Eli gave it to him 
was due to a doubt as to whether it really was the 
Lord who was speaking to him? It may at least 
suggest to us the wisdom of obedience to a God-given 
warning in 1 John 4:1, which is intended to save us 
from some of the delusions which ate becoming 
very common in our day. Samuel’s best expression 
of his.devotion to the Lord, as to Eli, was in first 
making sure that the Lord had spoken, and then in 
a prompt obedience to that which was commanded. 
Poor Eli’s sin was that he/ allowed his love for his 
sons to outweigh his love and devotion to God and 
so when he knew that hi# sons made themselves vile 
he restrained them not, and thus brought upon them, 
and himself,.and upon all Israel the terrible judg- 
ment of God. 

The pedagogical application of the law suggests 
that the much needed lesson of obedience to the law 
of God may be learned best by cultivating in the 
minds of our pupils proper thought of him as the 
Moral Governor of the universe, anda whole- 
hearted devotion to him as Saviour and Lord. Obe- 
dience is the natural expression of right thought ef 
God and right devotion to him. Both may be cul- 
tivated in the teaching of this lesson. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





HE situation of Israel should be carefully 

observed. The old system under the Judges 

had completely failed, and the time had come 
for a new method ‘of government. In spite of the 
direct rule of God (eperace Israel through its 
sin had reached a condition of anarchy (Judges 17: 
6). Under Samuel the change was to take place 
from the theocracy to. what may be called a mon- 
archy limited by the Divine Law. 

Books.—For commentaries, the volume on Samuel 
in the Cambridge Bible for Schools by, Kirkpatrick 
Siueo. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, 75 cts.), and 

e volume in the Pulpit Commentary (Funk and 
Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2 a vol.; sold only 


_ im sets) are the best. Useful material is available 


in the volume in the “Expositor’s Bible,” by Blaikie 
(Geo. H. Doran Co., New-York, $1). Helpful teach- 
ing will aiso be found in “Samuel the Prophet,” by 
Has F, B. Meyer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
1). 
Date.—Dr. W. J. Beecher suggests 1160 B. C.; Dr. 
W. H. Green, 1165. 


1. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The Consecration (1: 24-28). The earlier verses 
tell the full story. Samuel’s parents were godly amid 
reat ungodliness. The child was iy, aang to be 
ike a Levite (Num. 8:24, 25).. The home of Sam- 
uel’s parents was at Ramah (v. 1) and the story of 
the tabernacle is connected with Shiloh in the ter- 
ritory of Ephraim (Judg. 21:19). Eli was descended 
from Ithamar, a younger son of Aaron (1 Sam. 14: 
3), but it is not known why the priesthood was 
transferred to Ithamar. The office returned to the 
line a ae eldest son, Eleazar, later on (2 Sam. 8: 
17). (1 

_ The Call (3: 1-9). There was a great contrast be- 
tween the growth of Samuel and the infrequency o 
God’s messages to the people. Divine revelation had 
become almost-¢xtinct, for since the time of Deb- 
erah there. had been very few prophetic communica- 
tions. But notwithstanding the sin of the people and 
the corruption of the priesthood, God had still his 
people in quigt places, and he was also preparing a 


‘great change: (2): 


The Communication (vs. 10-14). The double call 
“Samuel, Samuel,” is one of the ten instances found 
in Scripture, and shows the divine urgency. Then 
came the revelation of what was going to happen to 
the house of Eli (2: 27-36), a result long remem- 
bered in Israel (Psa. 78: 60-64). Eli was culpably 
weak towards his sons. (3) 

The Courage (vs. 15-18). The old priest naturally 
asked what had happened, and although it was diffi- 
cult for the boy to tell he kept nothing back. The 
prophet had often to declare truth which was! en- 
welcome to the people (Jer. 15:10), baat is 
something very~ impressive and spiritually Beautiful 
about the resignation with which the old man ac- 
cepted God’s will, notwithstanding the painful re- 
sult? 

The Confirmation (vs. ah Samuel then con- 
tinued his ordinary life as Eli’s servant. God honored 
him and the people soon came to realize that he was 
to be the divine mouthpiece. It should be noted that 
the first part of 4:1 should go with this lesson and 
not with the succeeding paragraph, which refers to 
something which happened several years afterwards. 

Devotional Reading: Psalm 84. This is a Psalm 
descriptive of personal relation to God, and is a help- 
ful illustration of what Samuel experienced: (1 
Peace with God, verses i-4; (2) Progress toward God, 
verses 5-8; (3) Power from God, verses 9-12, 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

I Samuel 1:1-23; 2:1-36. 

1. 1 Samuel 1:1-23. These verses describe the 
circumstances leading up to the birth of Samuel, and 
it is important to understand the circumstances which 
led to the change in the divine method of dealing 
with Israel. The people had wandered from God, 
the various tribes had become, practically irfdependent 
of one another, and so the way was opened for a 
great reformation and a new departure. - Both polit- 
tically and religiously it was necessary to introduce 
something quite new, in order, if possible, to bring 
the people back to obedience to God, and to the ful- 
filment of God’s purposes. 

2. 1. Samuel 2: 1-36. This chapter opens witt. Han- 
nah’s song (vs. ar, and then follow a series of im- 

ressive contrasts between Samuel and the sons of 
Eli. These should be carefully noted. They are five 
in mumber: verses 11, 12; verses 17, 18; verses 2I, 
22; verses 25, 26; verses 36 and 3:1, 


Hil. The Graded Topics 
1. Intermediate and Senior: Training fo? Religious 
Leadership. ‘There are few things more important 
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than leadership in life. There were four things in- 
cluded in Samuel’s training to be the leader of 
Israel. 

(1) He had .good 
his early life would 
Scriptural influence. 

(2) He had a guarded childhood. His early life 
was free from the harm that might have come to him 
in godless. surroiMdings. 

(3) Then came God’s gracious call. The divine 
appeal was made to him in early life, in view of what 
was before him. .. ; 

(4) This was met by his genuine consecration. He 
responded at once and thoroughly to the divine sum- 
mons. Thus by these fous important elements he 
was trained for leadership. (4) 

2. Young People and Adults: Religious Capacities 
and Training of Children. Children are very prom- 
inent in Scripture, as we see from the lives o Joseph, 
Moses, Samuel, David, Josiah, and Timothy. is 
shows the, importance of an early start, and children 
have always been given special attention in the 
Church of Christ. In 3:8 the truth is very impres- 
sively stated. “Eli perceived that Jehovah had called 
the child.” There are two things to notice here: 


(1) God and the children. “Jehovah had called 


rents. The atmosphere of 
us be full of prayerful and 


*the child.” God does call children, and we can see 


from Samuel that children can listen to God's. voice, 
receive his grace, and live for his glory. 

(2) Ourselves and the children. “Eli perceived.” 
There should -be a strong conviction that God can, 
and does, call children. li did not realize this at 
first. It i8 not necessary to wait until children are 
older, but we must do our utmost to bring children 
in contact with God, and foster young life in our 
churches .in every possible way. Every pas- 
tor, superintendent, teacher, and parent should at 
once obtain and study carefully a new book, “Plans 
for Sunday-School Evangelism,” by Frank L. Brown 
(Revell, $1.50). It is full of important teaching in 
regard to the religious capacities and training of chil- 
dren. (5) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The story of Samuel is an inspiring illustration of 
the way in which true religion manifests itself. 

1. God’s. Request. The Golden. Text tells us that 
God wishes to possess our hearts and lives. The word 
“heart” in Scripture always means what we now 
call “personality,”’ and includes the thrée elements 
of mind, feeling, and will. God wants our mind, to 
put in it his truth; he wants our feelings, to put in 
thém his love; he wants our will, to put in it his 
grace, so that we may be consecrated and obedient. 

2. Our Response. The words of Samuel, “Speak, 
Jehovah, for thy servant heareth,” sum up every- 
thing in connection with our relation to the divine 
appeal. There is the attitude of listening, “Speak” ; 
the attitude of reverence, “Jehovah”; the attitude of 
duty, “Thy servant”; the attitude of obedience, 
“Heareth.” 


V. Leading Questions - 

What is taught here about prayer? 

What is stated and suggested about the word and 
will of God? } “- 

How may we distinguish a prophet (Exod. 7:1) 
and a priest (Heb. 5:1)? ¢ 

Collect other instances of the words “Here am I,” 
and show what they imply. - 

Whose “words” are meant in 3: 19? 

What is the value of the knowledge of the people 
mentioned in 3:20? 

PHILADELPHIA, Ne 


The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


ANN'IAW’S training and her vision of service 

for her little son had prepared Samuel to re- 
ceive a message from God —to be a prophet — but it 
required old Eli’s discernment to attune the boy’s 
ear to Jehovah’s first direct message. Do we as pas- 
tors, or Sunday-school superintendents, or teachers 
sense the fact when God is calling some youth who 
has confidence in our advice? Dr. Charles R. Erd- 
man told the Philadelphia Sunday-school Superin- 
tendents’ Association recently that Dr. John Henry 
Jowett turned aside from study of the law after his 
Sunday-school superintendent asked him carefully to 
consider the claims of the Gospel ministry before 
definitely choosing his life-work. 

A prophet’s appearance in Israel meant that Je- 
hovah had a controversy with his people. God's 
controversy with his people this time, sad to say, 
centered. on their spiritual leader, the priest Ek. 
who was allowing his own sons to lead Israel astray, 
and when God looked for a prophet who would have 
the ang to raise a waning voice in a day of 
apostasy, he found him in 2 mere boy whose mother 
had lent him to the Lord. A child prophet! May 
God multiply homes with Hannahs in them in our 
time, which surely is in need of true prophet-priests. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


A Complete Life 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


Cd 

HERE is ‘something singularly impressive in 

a life consistent and constant from first to 

last in its attachment to the highest ideals. Pro- 
fessor Masson writes of Milton as living such a life. 
From the outset there was an unshakable element in 
him; he had a footing fixed and firm. He left Cam- 
bridge at twenty-three, beautiful to look at; and his 
body was the temple of a spirit innocent and unsoiled, 
“A certain reservedness of natural disposition,” added 
to his Christian training, held him back from the 
temptations which often ensnare the young. It was 
the same to the close. A deep and habitual serious- 
ness went with him into everything. “He who would 
not be frustrate of his hope to write well in laud- 
able things,” he declared, “ought himself to be a true 


One thinks of Samuel as the Old Testament coun- 
terpart of Milton. From. boyhood to age he spoke 
and did well in laudable things, because he was him- 
self a true poem. His life, whether the sun shone on 
it or the storms assailed it, was, by the grace of 
God, a complete life. 


. eeqqueaty a complete life has a good heredity be- 
ind it. ; 

Samuel’s had. When he entered the world he was 
not his own; already his mother Hannah had surren- 
dered him to “What France needs for her 
regeneration,” Napoleon said, “is mothers.” Ard 
surely it is one of the world’s greatest needs. Given 
a godly woman, to rule well her household, to pray 
for her children, to live among them after the Christ- 
like manner, to dedicate them to things honorable and 
pure and lovely; given a father by her side in 
heartiest sympathy with her intercessions and en- 
deavors; and it is comparatively easy for the young 
people to turn from wrong and to follow after 
right. They come into an atmosphere through 
which the breath of the Spirit is blowing. They are 
restrained, braced, hallowed by it. It woos them for 
the Kingdom and the King. (1) , 

Yet, while there is a heredity of grace, and its ad- 
vantages are incalculable, the want of it is no insu- 
perable bafrier. The complete life may have a to- 
tally different preface. The Lord Jesus Christ can 
triumph over the most disqualifying parentage and 
the,worst ancestry. He sees gleaming diamonds in 
} oe seams of coal; he draws up the fleecy clouds 

‘om. polluted rivers and stagnant pools; and he 
discovers his saints in unlikely surroundings. Let 
us rejoice that no territory is alien to him, and no 
problem is too hard. 


But always a complete life has God above it and 
around it. (2 

He stepped suddenly into Samugl’s. history... He 
made himself real, audible, unescapable.- His advent 
was a 6urprise to the boy; but it was no surprise to 
God himself. He had never forgotten. Hannah’s.son, 
or been far away from him.. His was the preparation 
of the soul; His the call that from human view- 
point appeared startling and unusual; His the sus- 
tenance and provision that would meet all the neces- 
sities. of the future. God is Beginning and Middle 
and Ending of the life which is life indeed. 

He planned — who can tell when? —the well-being 
of ‘each one whom he lifts from darkness into his 
marvelous light. “Ere suns and moons could wax 
and wane, God thought on me his child.” He sup- 
plied, at a cost to himself which we shall never 
measure, the means of our salvation, in the Cross of 
Christ and in the ministry of the Holy Spirit... Then, 
when his foreseen hour has come, he discloses himself 
to us as unmistakably and intimately as he did to 
Samuel, and he summons us by our individual name 
across the boundary-line from the old world to the 
new. And he never forsakes us afterwards; to him 
we are indebted for our enlarging visions of truth, 
for our ripening holiness of character, for our fruit- 
bearing, for our perfection. It is God first, and last, 
and midst, and without end. 


Yes, but a complete life has an awakened heart at 
the core of it. : 

God was there, with his hands full, with his voice 
eager to unfold his message and gospel. But Samuel 
was asleep. It was not merely that his body lay 
drowsing and slumbering; his mind and spirit were 
inattentive to eternal things. Now Samuel did not 
yet know the Lord, neither was the word of the Lord 
yet revealed unto him. But ‘that night saw the tor- 
por terminated. The soul roused itself into alertness. 
It perceived, and accepted for its own, the God who 
was waiting to do it good. And thenceforward, 
morning by morning, it heard, as a disciple hears, 
whatsoever its Master had to say. No life is so de- 
sirable and so complete as this, 


There is one other thing. A Complete life has ati 
obedient will urging it on. 

You put side by side these two words in Samuel’s 
response—Lord, servant. On the one hand, God’s 
absolute mastership; on the other hand, his own un- 
reserved vassalage. The bondslave looked up in the 
dimly lighted room, and greeted his Owner and Pro- 
prietor; and, through all the succeeding years, he had 
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no wish to go out free. His chains 
were golden chains, and his life was 
complete. : 

An unchartered freedom, a taking of 
eur own selfish road, is license, and we 
tire of it) sooner or later. A subservi- 
ence to the opinions and rules of other 
men is cowardice and the bartering of 
our birthright. But a subjection of our 
thought, our speech, our activity, our 
very self, to God in Christ calls Sut the 
best that is in us, and lifts us into the 
one liberty worth the having. The sub- 
jection starts when abandoning our 
pride, we allow him to save us in his 
own way. It is perpetuated as we go 
on gaining insight into his aims and 
purposes, worshiping his adorable and 

acious will, and doing his work. His 
injunctions sometimes impose a severe 
strain, and he may send us on sore and 
staggering errands, as he sent Samuel 
to Eli. But there is the adequate strength 
furnished for the task, and we grow 
more and more enamored of the path, 
he maps out for us. “My will is not 
my own, Till Thou hast made it Thine; 
If, it would reach a monarch’s throne, 
It must its crow» mesign.” (3) 

CaRr_uxkeE, SCOTLAND. 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books’ and pamphlets on 

the lesson of May 16, “Victory Under 

Samuel” (: Sam. 7: 2-17), will be found 
useful, 


The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will be found, two weeks later, 
in Dry. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion fi describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 
If you use this new feature of book-and- 
pamphlet suggestions, please write the 
Editor of The Sunday School Times and 
tell him so. If it could be made more 
helpful, please suggest how. 
I. For commentaries, the volume on Sam- 
uel in the Cambridge Bible for Schools, by 
Kirkpatrick (Geo. P. Putnam’s Sons, New 
York, 75 cts.),. and. the volume in the Pul- 
pit Commentary (Funk and Wagnalis, New 
York, g1 vols., $2 a vol.; sold only in sets) 
are the best. Useful material is available 
in the volume in the “Expositor’s Bible,” by 
Blaikie (Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, $1). 
Helpful teaching will also be found in “Sam- 
uel the Prophet,” by Dr. F. B. Meyer (Flem- 
ing “H. ‘Revell’ Co., New York, $1). 
Il, There was victory under Samuel be- 
cause he was fully consecrated to the Lord. 
Reak blessing and. success may be expected 
only by the Lord’s people. William H. 
Ridgway (who writes the weekly lesson for 
“The Busy Men’s Corner”) believes that 
God’ blesses men in) hkir business if they 
give Him the right of Way. He has written 
~a booklet, “Facts ‘for Jack; or, Why They 
Got There,” that will help the members of 

oung men’s or boys” classes to make the 
best investment of their lives (The Sun- 
day School Times Co., Philadelphia, 10 cents 
each; $1 a dozen, $8 a hundred). 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Johnny-on-the-Spot. — Jehovah called 
. . « Samuel. And Samuel .. . said, 
-Here am I (v. 6). To thoughtful folks, 
of whom no doubt you are one, there 
are few things more interesting and prof- 
itable than to mark how great men have 
gotten their start to greatness. Sam- 
uel was one of the world’s truly great 
ones. And here you are at the very 
beginning of him. The secret of him 
shines out like the letters on Mast’s 
electric sign. The Lord called ‘and the 
answer was “Here am I.” Samuel was 
a “Johnny-on-the-spot” boy. “Carry- 
the-message-to-Garcia” fellow (Prov. 22: 
29). I like to watch the newsboys, busy 
pushing their little penny business, There 
is a big difference in them. It is not 
hard to pick out the little fellow whose 
mother’s name is “Hannah.” His poor 
clothes have all the buttons -on. The 
many patches are neat and well-sewed. 
The boy is wide-awake and full of pep. 
His cry is. cheery... “Wuxtree! Big 
Fire in Fourth Ward! Here you are, 


sir, Bulletin? Ledger? — don’t you want 


Tribune o important-looki 
gentleman came out of the building an 
called one of the boys, “Eddie.” “Gee, 
who’s his Nibs?” said his chum. “Oh, 
he’s an old friend o’ mine. Me and him 
work together. . He’s the owner o’ one 
of me papers.” And Whitelaw Reid 
‘loved the youngster from that hour, And 
that was the kind of bright little fellow 
old Eli had in Samuel. Quick on the 
trigger. Working together with the 
Lord. (1) 


Words to Speak.—Speak, Jehovah; 
for thy servant heareth (v. 9). The old 
man put the words to be said imto the 
boy’s mouth. This is what Sunday-school 
teaching, if it»is real teaching, is doing. 
For years I have been particular to 
give my Sunday-school lots of Scrip- 
ture, catechism, and poster. John Rus- 
kin says in “Preterita” that if he has 
done or written anything worth while 
he owes it all to the many postions 3) 
Scripture his mothér compelled him to 
learn and recite. Teach your boy and 
girl the Shorter Catechism, and no’ op- 

nent will ever catch them on the short 
ock. The late S. D. Long, General 
Manager of the Pennsylvania Railroad, 
is said always to have carried a copy 
of the Shorter Catechism in his inside 
pocket. There are lots of folks who 
do not know how to talk to God. The 
man who knows his Bible and his cate- 
chism does not go up into the air when 
old Dr, Smith says in prayer-meeting, 
“Will Brother Thompson. lead us in 
le er?” Brother Thompson just hands 

ck to God out of his own Word his 
own promises. As Dr. White says, “He 
‘just completes the circle.” Eli taught 
Samuel the only way we are.to answer 
—or any other authority (Prov. 
15:23; Col. 4:6). 


| Child Training.—J will perform 
against Eli all that I have spoken con- 
cerning his house (v. 12). This Corner 
has always contended that if boys. and 
girls went to the bad it was the parents’ 
ault. God seems to”agree with the 
Corner in this. case by an.exhibit, and 
further along in. the Book -by more than 
one deliverance, Eli was “easy.” And 
God .help the child who has an easy 
Dad. “Fred ought to be in Sunday- 
school, but _we can’t get him up,” ex- 
plains old Dad Easy. “I can’t seem to 
get Sally to go to Sunday-school any 
more,” complains Mom Easy. It never 
seems to occur to “Dad” 2 Shy = 
that Fred is running with the boys Sat- 
urday nights, and Sally is running with 
the boys Sunday afternoons. Until one 
day something happens! If Fred and 
Sally were high-priced pedigreed stoc 

Dad would know: more: about them an 

take better care of them. Eli’s business 
was to do that for which he had the 
power. There is an inevitable connec- 
tion between parental neglect, wrong- 
doing, and suffering. It is working out 
every xe | under the shadow of every 
church. It is breaking the heart of many 
a father as certainly as it broke the 
neck of Eli. It is not fashionable now- 
adays to take Hophni and Phinehas 
out in the woodshed and interview them 
with a strap or a branch off the cherry 
tree— but that is the way some of us 
old fellows have been saved from a fate 
that makes us shudder sometimes to 
think about (Lam. 3:27; Prov. 22:6; 
Heb. 12: 11). (2) 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

Schoel Times three full menths in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mor net be censidered at all. net 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance ef ma- 
terial, and the — lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for five cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited te assist in the conduct ef 
this department. One dollar is offered fer 
every anecdetal lesson illustration used, and 
twe dellars for the best one each week. 


Qallte Seat ure nesthtty Seeltel, ante 
ext are an 
stand a better chance of acceptance 


Something in the Way.—The lamp of 





a Saturday Evenin’ Post?” Guess I may 
have told you before about the two little 





God was not yet gone out, ... in the 
temple of Jehovah, (1 Sam. 3:3). An 
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ne wa: te - toes of the New York sh’ 
bet fice. An | Zeal 


périodical tells the story of a 
minister who was asked to supply for a 
Sunday or two <8 quiet country vil- 
lage. ; t to the church, the 
verger met him and asked him to preach 


said the verger. “I ‘ave a duck in the 
pulpit_sitting on fourteen eggs.” Are 
there perhaps other reasons, not more 
| sensible in God’s sight, why His lamp 
is out in some churches or lives to-day ?— 
From = Youth's. Companion. Sent by 
J. A, Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. The prize 
for this week is awarded to this illus- 
tration. (1) a 


Hurry!—Samuel arose (v. 6). 
There was a fire in a terrace of houses 
in the middle of the night, and one man, 
discovering the fire, cried to his bed 
companion, “Get up at once, the house 
next door but one is on fire!” “Oh; 
wait till it gets next door,” growled his 
sleepy friend. Samtel was not of that 
make-up.—Sent by Stanley H. Frodsham, 
Springfield, Mo. . 


Why She Was There.—Here am I; 
for thou. calledst- me (vy. 8). Some- one 
remarked to a nurse in a smallpox hos- 
pital, “You must have a great enthusi- 
asm for humanity to carry you through 
such work as this.” “Enthusiasm for 
humanity,” she exclaimed, “that would 
not keep us here an hour. It is the 
love of Christ that constrains: us.”— 
From Missions. Sent by Leslie E. Dun- 
kin, Kokomo, Ind. 


Learning to Listen.—Speak; for thy 
servant heareth (v.10). I once heard 
Dr. Pierson say, that-he called upon a 
clergyman’ who was laid upon ‘his ‘back 
for six months. The Doctor said to his 
friend: “You are a very busy man. 
It may be that God had something to 
say to you, but you were too busy to 
listen, so God had to lay you ‘on your 
back that you might hear his. voice and 
receive his. message.” As ‘he was leav- 
ing the house it struck Dr. Pierson that 
he himself was a very busy: man, and 
did not give much time to listening for 
the voice of God. So he determined to 
practise what he had preached. “And 
from that time,” said: the Doctor, “Tl 
have’ sat at the close of each day for 
an hour. in- the quiet of ‘my study, not 
to speak to God, but to listen to what God 
has to say to me, and to lay the day’s 
life and work Y ag; to the gaze of God.” 
@ by J. As Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


Another Boy’s Words.—And Samuel 
grew, and Jehovah was with him, and 
did let none of his words fall to the 

round-(v. 19). A fourteen-yar-old 


&% visit to some friends, went into a 
village temple one afternoon, and there 
found a feeble old man passing from 
idot to idol, and praying and offering 
incense sticks. .The boy’s heart was 
touched by the sight, and tears rolled 
down his cheeks. At last he went ‘up 
to the-old man, and said, “Would you 
mind a boy speaking to you? I am 
young; you are old.” The man was 
not offended, and after some conversa- 
tion the lad told him the story of God’s 
love. The man’s heart was melted as 
he listened. “Boy,” he said, “4 have 
never heard such words before.” He 
took the lad home with him, so that his 
wife might hear the wonderful story. 
And these two were led to the Saviour 
before they ever saw or heard of:a mis- 
sionary.—From the Quiver. Sent 

Cara Swartwout, Prospect, N. Y. (3 


All or Nothing.—My son, give me 
thy heart (Golden Text). There is a 
story of a colored man who'came. to a 
watchmaker and gave him. the hands of 
a clock; saying, “I want yer to fix ‘up 
dese han’s. Dey jest doan’ keep no mo’ 
kerrec’ time for mo’ den six monfs.” 
“Where is the clock?” answered the 
watchmaker. “Out at de house on In- 
jun Creek.” “But. I must have the 
clock.” “Didn’t I tell yer dar’s nuffin’ 
de matter wid de clock ’ceptin’ de han’s? 
And I done brought ’em to yer, You 
jes’ want the clock so you can tinker 
with it and charge mea big price. Give 
me back dem han’s.” Foolish as_ this 
man was, his caution is very like that 


from the chancel, “Why, m ood 
man?” he inquired. “Well, Ys like this,” th 


y. from a missionary school, while on |- 








of people who try to regulate their fife 
without being made right on. the in- 


side. And their reason for not 
into the hands of the Lord 


tis very-similar to the reason the colored 


man gave. They are afraid the price © 


will 0 great. 

wish to avoid this or that habit.” But 
e- Master Workman says, “I cannot 
regulate the hands unless I have the 
heart."—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


~ By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jets Telling Bible Stories” 





THE Boy SAMUEL ef 


ie 


(SAM. 1:22. « 





3:5. ¥ 


Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


Here again the teacher has a fine oppor- 
tunity to direct attention to God’s Call to 
Service. The lesson from the Call of Gideon 
can now be brought out with added force. 
There is in the case of Samuel the new at- 
tractidn of a whole life given in response to 
God’s call, and that can only be done in 
early youth. It is impressive to note that, 
in terms of years, youth can offer God some: 
thing which a2 man or a woman cannot. Use 
that peculiarly striking appeal. Many a 
boy ‘or girl, in. unselfish loyalty, will leap 
to respond now Wefore the offering must nec- 
sarily be smaller, since it shrinks with each 
day’s delay: 

There is also added in this lesson the 
thought of Samuel’s mother. Have you a 
Christian mother, my boy, my girl, whose 
heart’s desire is that you shall round out 
a noble life? How fine to rejoice God’s-heart 
and mother’s too! Surely no other course 
holds out such rich~prizes. 

Clip the scenes apart, paste’on cardboard, 
and distribute to the pupils ou the Sunday 
before the lesson, with the request to come 
prepared to describe the scenes, each in the 
orde? given, and to explain their significance. 
Make sure each pupil asks himself the qutes- 
tions: “What shall I do with my life?” “Am 
I ready to say, “Speak, Lord, for thy ser- 
vant heareth’?” 

Save clippings for Review Sunday. 
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plng can use willingness like that in any 
Swf : 


Lesson for May 2 
x Samuel 1 : 24-28; g.: 1-a1 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, we 
pray that thou wilt give us a keen sense of 
duty in these days of many distractions. We 
pray that thou wilt not let us drift or loiter 
along the way wherein thou wouldst lead 
us, but may we be quick to see and to do. 
© Lord, deliver us from disobedience, and 
from the entanglements that so often gather 
about life as the years increase. Keep us 
childlike and teachable, we pray thee, and so 
may we be useful instruments in thy hands. 
In thy dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson. — Wait-a-Minute 
and Here-Am-I are different kinds of 
boys. Wait-a-Minute hears mother call- 
ing in the morning that it is time to get 
up, and he is sure he will —in a minute! 
The next thing he knows it is so late 
that he can only grab a bite of break- 
fast and dash into the school just as 
the door is closing... Here-Am-I had a 
better start that morning. He was on 
the job when his alarm clock went off. 
You could hear his feet strike the floor 
before the alarm stopped ringing. And 
after a good breakfast he got to school 
in plenty of time. Maybe there are some 

irls named Wait-a-Minute and Here- 
Kost who are just as different from each 
ether as these boys are! After all, what 
makes the difference? A famous mis- 
sionary had been planning for some 
years to come home for a very important 
anniversary. As the time drew near he 
found that the needs on his field were 
so great that it would not be safe for 
him to leave. Now he did not try to 
imagine that he could go, and somebody 
else could take care of his work. He 
simply wrote home that he would have 
to give up the plan, because it had been 
the habit of his family to put duty first, 
and he did not see any reason for chang- 
ing now. So the great emergency in his 
field was answered by him with his duty- 
loving “here am I.” Yes, there is a great 
difference between folks who think first 
of what they ought to do, and those 
who think first of what would be easy 
and agreeable to do. Samuel was the 
Here-Am-I sort straight through his life. 


s+ Just tly, now, think for.a 


moment; _Are: you the Sdmuel kind, or 
the other? Let us pray. 


Bray First? 


“HERE AM I!” 

















Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Ye servants of God, your-Master proclaim.” 
“My faith looks up to Thee.” | 
“Trust and obey.” 

“There’s a friend for little children.” 
“Saviour, like a shepherd lead us.” 

“Take my life and let it be.” 

“The King of love my shepherd is.” 

“We may not climb the heavenly steeps.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
tical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 84: 1-12 (166: 1-3). 
Psalm 34: 1-22 (79 : 1-3). 
Psalm 100: 1-5 (202 : 1-4). 
Psalm 119 : 9-16 (239 : 1-3). 
Psalm 144: 1-15 (292 : 1-3). 
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The Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON- Teacuinc.—Every — child 
should desire to be God’s child. 


Notes—Every parent and teacher of 
young children should aim to arouse this 
desire. The story of Samuel will help. 
Until January 25th,no Uniform Lesson 
had presented Samuel during five years, 
therefore no Primary child had heard it 
in Sunday-school. he January lesson 


emphasized “Telling the Truth.” To- 





day’s story is the first in a series of 
eight lessons in which Samuel appears. 
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The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


Gad’s child will desire to be God’s 
helper. : 

Review.— Name some judges who 
helped the Children of Israel to know 
and do right. Recall Deborah and Gideon 
by pictures. or stories. When the judges 
ruled; a lovely daughter returned with 
Naomi:to Bethlehem; Who was she? 
Was. she sorry? She was happy as the 
Sue, of Boaz and the mother of baby 

ed. 


Introduction—What . would -you an- 
swer if @ stranger asked; Whose boy, 
or’ girl, are your Can you be: the child 
of any one besides father and mother? 
Does the school teacher ever call you — 
My @hildren? Better yet—every boy 
and gil may. be a Child of God. Jesus 
said, Let the little children come unto me, 


Lesson Story—While judges ruled in 
the land of Israel there was no little 
child in the home of Elkariah and Han- 
nah, like the baby Obed who gladdened 
the hearts and lives of Ruth, Boaz, and 
Naomi. Elkanah and Hannah had 
sheep, cattle, and plenty of food, but no 
child. Each year they went to the feast 
at Shiloh. There in God’s temple Han- 
nah prayed that God would send them 
a baby boy, and she promised, O Lord, 
if you will give me this baby I will give 
a unto the Lord all the days of his 

md 


Before another feast-day a dear baby 
boy came to their home. Hannah named 
him Samuel, saying, Because I have 
asked- him of the Lord. Next feast-da 
Elkanah went to Shiloh, but Hanna 
stayed at home because baby Samuel was 
so young and needed her. 

hen Samuel was old enough, Han- 
nah took him to God’s temple at Shi- 
loh to show him to God’s minister. Han- 
nah said, I am the woman who prayed 
for this child. I promised that as long 
as he lives he shall be lent to the Lord. 
Then Hannah sang a joyful song of 
thanksgiving. She asked Eli to teach 
her little boy to be a helper in God's 

use. 

What could a little boy do? Old Eli’s 
eyes were dim, so Samuel watched 
the temple lights and Aold when the 
lamps needed oil. Toward evening he 
dropped the curtains to close the tem- 
ple doors. In the morning he opened 
them. He wore a little ephod over his 
breast and back, just as Eli did, as he 
learned to minister unto the Lord be- 
fore Eli. Each year his mother made 
and brought the little coat which Sam- 





uel wore. What happy times they spent 
during the feast-days when his parents 
told about the younger brothers and 
sisters at home, Perhaps some of them 
came to see Samuel as he lived in God’s 
temple with old Eli. There he learned 
to “Serve the Lord with gladness.” 

His parents had given him to be God’s 
child. Samuel tried to learn what he 
should do as God’s child, ‘Old Eli taught 
him, ‘and loved him very much. So the 
child Samuel grew on and was in favor 
with God and men. 

After the Story—Every child may 
learn to love God’s House and the stories 
from God’s Book just as much as the 
child Samuel. Children’ may take, care 
of the furniture, books, and_ other 
things in Got’s House. Every child may 
learn to “Serve the Lord with gladness.” 
Sometimes we say or sing: I was glad 
when they said unto me, Let us go unto 
the house of the Lord. 

Expression.—Sing: 


“ Serve Him! Serve Him! All ye little chil- 
dren! , 
God is Love! God is Love. 


“ Praise Him! Praise Him! All ye little chil- 
dren 


! 
God is Love! God is Love!” 


(Carols, Leyda Publishing Company, Wa- 
pello, Iowa, 35 cents, postpaid.) 


Peoria, Ix. 
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Pucker’s “Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Samuel a judge and a 
prophet. 

Discussion: Samuel’s name; his con- 
secration; his training; God’s voice; our 
most important study. 

Main points: Supremacy of spiritual 
leadership; we all belong to God; impor- 
tance of knowing God’s Word. 

Illustrations: Germany led astray spir- 
itually; Horace Pitkin. 
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that if the Kaiser had taught the true 
Christianity of Jesus to his people in- 
stead of militarism, he might now be 
the most loved ruler on earth instead 
of the most hated. Samuel was worth 
more to Israel than all the other judges 
put together. 

Carl told how Samuel got his name. 
Hannah prayed for a son, and this boy 
baby was the answer. So she named 
him “Asked-of-God.” We talked a lit- 
tle about what our various names mean. 
Then Bumps told how Hannah dedicated 
Samuel to God’s service for his whole 
life; just gave him back to God. (1) 

Bulldo Toke said he thought a fel- 
low would feel funny to know that he 
belonged to God, that way, instead of 
to his father and mother. Teacher said 
it would surely help a boy to realize 
what a sacred trust life is. He told again 
that story of Horace Pitkin, when the 
Boxers were about to kill him, sending 
word back to his little boy, Horace, Jr., 
to get ready to come and take his place. 

“Did he do it?” asked Fatty. 
ws “Would you?” teacher came back at 

im. 

“I don’t see how he \could feel right 
not to,” answered Fatty, dodging the 
personal question. 

So teacher said he had’ just recently 
learned that Horace Pitkin, Jr., will 
graduate from college this spring, and 
enter Johns Hopkins next fall to pre- 
pare himself for a medical missionary 
to China. At that we couldn’t help 
clapping our hands. 

Then he went on to say that every 
one of us really belongs to God, whether 
our parents had dedicated us or not. It 
is for us to dedicate ourselves, because 
our life and all our powers were given 
us by God, that we might be his work- 
men. 

We hurried on to where Hannah left 
the little fellow to be trained by old 
Eli in the Tabernacle, and how one 


night God’s Spirit spoke to the boy so. 


te A that he thought at first it was 
Eli. li hadn’t heard it, and so knew it 
was God’s voice. He told Samuel how 
to answer, and knew that Samuel was 
going to be a prophet. 

Teacher :says. God will speak to. us in 
various ways if we will say: “Speak, 
Lord; for thy servant heareth,;” and that 
each day we must -be developing: strong 
bodies, clear minds, and loving, faith- 
filled hearts for his sérvice ‘Whérever he 
shall send us. (2)...., ; 

The rest of the time we talked about 
which of his studies’ is'*‘most fmportant 
for a boy. Fred thought_history was, 
and Bulldog was for electricity. But 
teacher declared that of -alk-truth: in the 
world we need most the truth that is 
in the Bible, and that’ a ‘rigit” under- 
standing and. thorough knowledge of 
God’s Word is needed to make all other 
studies really -useful. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read 1 Samuel 2:12-17;°4:1-18. 


What kind of boys did Eli have? 


How could so good a man have bad 
sons? 


Are ministers’ sons usually bad? 
What warnings did Eli have? 
How were his sons punished? 
How did Eli die? 
Denver, Cor. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


3. Samuel’s home and parents in his 
childhood. 

2. Samuel’s service in the temple, while 
a child. ‘ 

3. Training for life-service: when? 
how? 











EACHER says Samuel is counted as 

the last judge, and that he was the 
only judge who was specially trained in 
religious things fronfhis boyhood. That 
is because he was to be a prophet also, 
a spokesman for God, Teacher says 
it is much more important to minister 
spiritual truth to a people than it is to 
lead them in-a military campaign, and 





ACK of most great lives lies another, 

and how often it is that of a mother! 
Hers is seldom that kind of greatness 
which makes a stif in the world, until 
it finds a channel through the life of 
her child, but what more satisfying ser- 
vice can any woman ask or expect? Ask 
for some noted illustration of this, which 
surely our younger girls even can readily 


=~," 












Then fre this delightful ope 
rom this old, old history, the First 
Book of Samuel, a book so vc ewiegaee-+ J 
written that it would be refreshing read- 
ing were it only an old history book. 
Use it as much as roa in class and 
watch for the vivid and apt phrases in 
which it abounds, many of which we 
still use in our everyday speech, hardl 

conscious of their ancient origin. (1 


1. Sketch for your girls Samuel’s 
home and parents as they are revealed 
to us in the first two chapters, relating 
it all to the times in which he was born, 
a sort of pioneer period; when charac- 
ter, stripped-of the concealing accom- 
paniments of 4 more compiex _civiliza- 
tion, stands out in holt, seeped outline, 
impressive by its omy, simplicity. How 
clearly we can trace Elkanah’s just and 
gga household reign, his devotion to 

is wife Hannah, his patience with her 
in her distress, his understanding of her 
attitude in regard to their little son. 
Surely we can trace his father’s nature 
in Samuel as he grows and develops. It 
was from Hannah the mother that he 
received that quiet, unfaltering devotion 
to purpose, that urage to carry out 
what he saw as 
vision of what was the right. And from 
both parents he must have received a 
truly religious training, for both of them 
were sincere worshipers of Jehovah, 
whose lives were governed by their faith. 

The beautiful story of his birth, in 
answer to his mother’s believing prayer, 
of her whole-hearted promise to lend 
her little son to the Lord for life-ser- 


vice, of her sweet mother’s way of ful- 
filling this vow so that the little boy must 
still have felt her mother-love even as 


he grew up in the temple with Eli— 
all this is one of the most familiar Bible 
stories, long known to our girls doubt- 
less, and quickly reviewed. ut do not 
miss the point (2: 21) that after she had 
given to God, so happily, all she had to 
give, her precious baby boy, He gave 
rer three sons and two daughters — five- 
fold more than she had given him—a 
happy family circle to fill her home with 


the joy of childhood, How far he out-| 


gives us, even at our best! (2) 

2. Two verses seldom noted reveal 
the child as he grew, 2:21 and 26, so 
akin to the statements written long cen- 
turies afterward about the boy Jesus that 
they make us wonder if Mary his 
mother did not find in Hannah her in- 
spiration in the training -of her Boy as 
well as her model in her song of praise. 
Certainly chapter 3 gives us a picture 
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of a boy who was indeed growing “in 


wisdom and stature, and in favor with, 


God and man,” doing his child’s service 
with ready obedience and loyal devo- 
tion to the old priest Eli, a child trained 
to keep the “listening heart” as well as 
the attentive ear to God’s ca 

And in his courageous obedience to 
his first prophetic message we see the 
fruit of that mother’s faithful fulfilment 
of her vow. Ready to receive, ready to 
obey God’s revelations—this was the 
boy to whom the word of Jehovah was 

iven in those days when “there was no 

requent vision”; this was the boy who 

told his first message “every whit, and 
hid nothing,” of whom we next read that 
“Jehovah was with him, and did let 
none of his words fall to-the ground,” 
so that “all Israel knew that Samuel 
was established to be a prophet of Je- 
hovah,” through whom he once more 
revealed himself in Israel. Well may 
we expect the noble life we find follow- 
ing such a beginning! (3) 

3. Blessed indeed are your girls who 
know they have had such a training; 
needy are those who have not. And to 
whom shall they look for it while there 
is yet time, if not to you? ; 


Home Study 


Make a list of Bible-mothers and their 
sons (beginning with Eve), noting the 
results of training as far as you know 
“ - in each case, both good and bad. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 











| May 16. Religion Pays. 
| May 23. 





May 9. ‘Cultivating High Ideals. Col 3: 1-4. 

1 Cor. 3 : 18-23. 

Will a Man Rob God? Mal 3:7- 
12. (Missionary meeting.) 

May 30. Being a Good Comrade. Prov. a7: 
9, 10, 17-19. (A union meeting with Juniors 
and Intermediates.) 


Sunday, May 2 





| How to Show Sympathy 


(Matt. 25 : 34-40) 
(Consecration Meeting). 


Mon.—Sympathy. for the Sick (Luke 10 : 30- 
). The priest and the Levite in this 
parable represent the law. Law can only 
pass by on the other side; but love comes 
where’ we are. Christ, ovr Good Samari- 
tan, came-and- took our place on the cross; 
Tues.—For the’Lost (Matt. 9 : 35-38). Great 
forces are moving the nations, business 
and invention. We need a world move- 
ment among Christians, the kind men- 
tioned in this lesson, namely: “He was 
moved with compassion.” 

Wed.—A Helping Hand* (Matt. 15 : 29-39). 
Jesus helped atid fed all who came. The 
greatest help we can be to anybody is ‘to 
bring him to the One who can wonderfully 
help him. Do you know how to bring the 
helpless to the Lord Jesus? 

Thurs.—-A Welcome Home (Luke 15 : 20-32). 
This is a wonderful picture of the loving 
heart of God for his wandering child. Men 
have explored dark continents and tele- 
scoped the stars. Oh, that they might -ex- 
plore the loving heart of God! 

Fri.—-Encouraging Words (John 14 : 1-4). The 
Christian needs to be in no doubt about 
the future. The tender heart of God has 
revealed light in the Bible for all the dark 
days. It is truly a lamp unto: our feet. 

Sat.—Practical Deeds (James 1:26, 27). 
Never forget mercy and help as spoken 
of here, but also remember that which 
many who talk of mercy and help forget, 
God couples with this practical sympathy 
these words, “and to keep himself unspot- 
ted from the world.” 


HIS Scripture tells of the judgment 

of the nations at the soon return of 
Christ to this earth. Be sure to note 
the difference between this and the great 
white throne judgment of men. There 
is no resurrection here. 
are nations living. This scene is on the 
earth. When: Christians are caught up 
to meet the d in the air the Great 
Tribulation will start. Many Jews, 
through this terrible season of three and 
one-half years, will go out preaching 
the Gospel of the Kingdom, under awful 
persecution. They are here called by 
Christ, “My brethren.” 





Those judged 





Thro this tribulation Jews are td 
be hated and persecuted worse than at 
any time in the past. The testimony of 
the ones called “My brethren” will be 
that Christ is to return and set up his 


dom t here on the earth. .We 
are despised by the world when we as 
Christians preach salvation from hell 
only through the blood of Jesus Christ 


shed on Calvary. There is a great and 
growing multitude in our day, who call 
themselves Christians, and some. of 
whom are leaders atid preachers - in 
Christian organizations, who do not be- 
lieve in salvation through Christ’s death. 
These emphasize go works, ‘charity, 
social service, ca these practical 
Christianity, but really causing men to 
believe that these g works save them. 
Those who — salvation by the work 
of Christ alone are despised to-day and 
ridiculed, calld narrow and bigoted. 
Yes, they are despised and somewhat 
persecuted, but this “My brethren” lot 
of Jews, of whom Christ speaks, will 
be even martyred for their testimony. 
’ Christ judges the nations by the way 
they have treated those who have 
preached the truth of his coming*king- 
dom. “Inasmuch,” says Christ, “as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
Here he is showing the scene that will 
take place-when he comes. The nations 
must acknowledge his kingship. They 
have treated him as their enemy and 
foe by the treatment they have accorded 
his faithful witnesses. They have re- 
pectinted his: message to them are 
is persecuted messengers. Now, by 
this treatment, they have fixed their own 
doom, and he pronounces it and fixes it. 


.» How does selfishness déstroy sym- 


pathy? — The eye can only focus per- 
feetly upon one object at a time. If our 
eye is focused on self no one can ex- 
pect sympathy, but if our eye be single 
and is focused on the Lord Jesus alone, 
his love is radiated through us to others, 
and our very life is poured out with his 
compassion. for others. 

How can we establish habits of sym- 
pathy? — Compassion is a better word 
than sympathy. Sympathy can only wrap 
the’ wound; this is splendid, but com- 
passion goes down benéath the woand 
and takes away the sting. Compassion 
suffers with the sufferer. 


How did Christ show his sympathy? 
—Sympathy and the life of Christ do 
not seem to go together, for he literally 

ave the whole of himself for others. 

e poured out his very blood. 
not. with him ever a passing feeling, 
but always a compassionate feeling, will- 
ing to substitute himself, even in death, 
for others. 
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[ Children at Home 





Blacksnake Den 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


URPLE grackles creaked and clat- 

tered in the trees, and the bushes 
were full of song-sparrow notes as the 
Band hurried away from the house-line 
towards the Land of the Wild-Folk, 
where Romance still dwells and adven- 
tures lurk behind every bush. A totter- 
ing stone chimney marked its. boundaries. 
There old Roberts Road began. Worn 
by the hurrying feet of two centuries, 
it ran far below its banks, and long de- 
serted by humans had become one of 
the highways of the Wild-Folk. On and 
beyond Roberts Road anything might 
happen. 

As they moved deep and deeper into 
Wild-Folk Land the air was full of 
bird-songs. The Captain told them as 
they walked of Siegtried who learned 
the language of the birds by tasting a 
drop of dragon’s blood. 

“Tt takes longer now,” said the Cap- 
tain. Then he made them stop and lis- 
ten to the singing sparrows. First there 
was the song-sparrow, who begins with 
three notes and wheezes a little as he 
sings. It took them longer to learn 
the quieter song of the vesper-sparrow 
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Masterly Messages 
on Spiritual Truths 

By the Widely-Kaown Bible Teacher, 
LEWIS SPERRY CHAFER 

Five books oxtail needed in 

this day of spiritual confusion 
True Evangelism 

_ Salvation : 
po hagas in History & Prophecy 


He That Is Spiritual 
Each volume, $1.00, postpaid: 
Now published in attractive uni- 
form binding by 
Tuer Sunpay ScHoo. Times Co., 
1031 Walaut St., Philadelphia, Pa, 











with the flash of white in his tail 
feathers. His song always starts with 
two dreamy, contralto. notes, and dies 
away in a spray of soprano twitterings. 
Then there were the silver flute notes 
of the little pink-beaked field-sparrow, 
which they were to hear later across dark- 
ling meadows, and the strange minor 
strains of the white-throated sparrow, 
who to our Northern neighbors sings, 
“O sweet Canada, Cana Canada.” 

The Captain told the Band of finding 
once on a_mountain-top set deep in 
sphagnum under some blueberry bushes, 
a little mossrimmed cup of gray-green 
and yellow grass which held the four 
beautiful faint blue, chestnut-clouded 
eggs of the white-throated sparrow, 

ith them was the ugly, speckled 4 
of that vampire? the cow-bird, whic 
lays in other birds’ nests. A cow-bird 
egg always hatches first, and the cow- 
bird changeling finally pushes all the 
legitimate little birds out of the nest, 
or starves them to death by taking their 
food. Th? Band was much relievéd to 
find that the Captain saved those little 
white-throats from any such fate by 
breaking that fatal egg. 

Before long a sudden thirst came upon 
Sergeant Henny-Penny. Fortunately they 
were near the bubbling spring that 
marked the beginning of Fox Valley, 
and the whole Band halted and drank 
in the most advanced military manner, 
to wit, by bending the rims of their 
felt hats into a cup. This method, the 
Captain assured them, was far superior 
to the more usual system of lying. flat 
on their tummies, and had the approval 
of all great military leaders from Gid- 
eon down. Right in the middle of their 
drinking there sounded from the thicket 
a hurried warble of a meilow timbre, 
the wood-wind of the sparrow-orchestra, 
and they caught a glimpse of the gray 
and tawny which is only worn by the 
fox-sparrow, the largest of the spar- 
rows and the sweetest and rarest singer 
of them all. A moment later a song- 
sparrow sang. When he stopped the 
strain was taken op by the fox-sparrow 
in another key. hree times through 
he sang the twelve-note melody of the 
song-sparrow, and his golden voice made 
the notes of the other sound pitifully 
thin and reedy. Then the fox-spar- 
row threw in for good measure a few 
extemporaneous whistled strains of. his 
own and seemed to wait expectantly, — 
but the song-sparrow sang no more. 

Through the; long, narrow valley hid- 
den between two green hills marched the 
Band, following the hidden safe path 
that generations of foxes had made 
through the very middle of a treacher- 
ous marsh. As the road bent in toward 
Darby Creek sounded the watchman’s 
rattle of the first kingfisher they had 
heard that year, and as they came to 
the creek itself a vast blue-gray bird 
with a long neck and bill flapped up 
ahead of them. It was so enormous that 
Alice-Palace was positive that it was 
a roc, but it turned out to be thé great 
blue heron, the largest bird in Eastern 
America. 

From the marshy fields swept great 
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Lesson for May 2 
z Samuel 1 : 24-28; git-azr - 


flocks of red-winged blackbirds, each 
one showing a yellow-bordered, crim- 
roof positive that Mrs. 


2 em p+ in the South. Mrs. 


Robin had come back the week before, 
which accounted for the joy- s which 
sounded from every treetop. ntil she 


comes the robin’s song is faint and thin 
and infrequent. Beyond the ‘creek they 
heard the “Quick, quick, quick” of the 
flicker calling to-spring, and before long 
they came to/the tree where he had 
hollowed his hole. A most intelligent 
flicker he was, too, for his shaft was 
sunk directly under a sign which read 
“No Shooting Here.” 

From behind them as they marched 
tolled the low sweet beli-notes of the 
mourning dove—“Ah-coo, coo, coo.” 
The Captain tried to imitate the sound 
and the harassed bird stood it as long 
as he could, but finally flew_away with 
whistling wings. Then the Captain told 
the Band of a brave mother-dove whose 
nest he once found on the last day of 
March. It was only a flat platform of 
dry sticks in a spruce tree and held two 
pearly-white eggs. The day after he 
found it there came a sudden snow- 
storm, and when he saw the nest again 
it was covered with snow —but there 
was the mother-bird still brooding her 
dear-loved eggs with her head just show- 
ing above the drifted whiteness. 

Beside the ruins of a spring-house a 
gray bird with a tilting tail said “Phoe, 
bee-bee, bee.” It was the little phoebe, 
so glad to be back that he stuttered 
when he called his name. Thereafter 
the Captain was moved to-—relate an- 
other anecdote. It seemed a friend of 
his had stopped a pair of robins from 
nesting over a hammock hung under 
an apple tree by nailing a stuffed cat 
right beside their bough. Whereupon 
the two robins when they came the 
next morning fled with loud chirps of 
dismay. When two phoebes started to 
build on his porch he tried the same 
plan. He was called out of town the 
next day, and when he came back a 
week later he found that the phoebes 
had deserted their old nest. They had 
however, built a new one,—on top of 
the cat’s head. - 

As the Band swung back into the far 
end of Roberts Road, the Captain’s eye 
caught the gleam of a half-healed notch 
which he had cut-in a pin-oak sapling 
the year before at the top of a high 
bank to mark the winter quarters of a 
colony of blacksnakes. He halted the 
Band, and one by one they -clambered 
up the slope, stopping puffingly at the 
first ledge and searching the withered 
grass and gray rocks above for any 
black, sinister shapes. Suddenly Honey 
did a remarkable performance in the 
standing-back-broad-jump, finishing by 
rolling clear to the foot of the bank. 
Right where he had stood lay a hale 


‘and hearty specimen of. a blacksnake 


nearly five feet long. Evidently it had 
only just awakened from its winter 
sleep, for there were clay-smears on 
the smooth, satiny scales, and even a 
patch of clay between the golden, un- 
winking eyes. Only the flickering of a 
long, black, forked tongue showed that 
his snakeship was alive. Then it was 
that the Captain lived up to the re- 
quirements of his position by picking 
up that blacksnake with what he fondly 
believed to be an air of unconcern. He 
showed the awe-stricken Band that the 
pupi? of the snake’s eye was a circle 
instead of the oval,—and the oval is 
the hall-mark of that fatal family of pit- 
vipers to which the rattlesnake, copper- 
head, and moccasin belong. 

“Tf you have any doubt about a snake,” 
lectured the Captain, “pick it up and 
look it firmly in the eye.’ If the pupil 
is oval—drop it. Perhaps, however,” 
he went on reflectively, “it would be 
better to get some one else to do the 
picking up part.” 

When the Band learned from the Cap- 
tain that it was the creditable custom of 
the Zoological Gardens to give free en- 
try to such as bore with them as a gift 
a snake of size, their views towards the 
captive changed considerably. Said snake 
was now legal tender, to be cherished 
accordingly. It was the resourceful 
First-Lieutenant Trottie who solved all 
difficulties in regard to transportation. 





Hurriedly removing a stocking, the snake 
was inserted therein, giving the stocking 
that knobbed, lumpy appearance usually 
seen in such articles only. at 
time, and the Band returned in triumph 
and said. blacksnake is now leading a 
cloistered life in the Zoological Gardens, 
far away from all the temptations which 
confront growing snakes even in the 
best-regulated dens. 


Haverrorp, Pa. 





Books Worth Noting | 


Ruth: The Satisfied Stranger (By 
Philip Mauro).—It is a spiritual treat 
to read this unfolding of the rich les- 
sons in one of the beautiful little “cameo” 
books of the Bible. Mr. Mauro knows 
how to dig deep, and bring up treasures 
from his digging. His trained mind and 
his mastery of clear writing hold the 
attention of the reader to an unusual 
degree. The supernatural type teaching 
in the history of Ruth, and in the in- 








.spired record of that history, is clearly 


brought out. Of special value at this 
time is the clear setting forth of the 
real meaning of true democracy. The 
author points out that the only demo- 
cratic era in the history of Israel was 
in the time of the Judges; and he shows 
that the significance of that era was that 
“every man did that which was right in 
his own eyes” (Judg. 21:25). He then 
goes on to Say: 

“Happily for the people of the world 
(or that part of it at least in which we 
live) the ‘democracy’ which is now in 
force is democracy in name rather than 
in fact, That is:to’say,-the form of 
government established in this country 
contains not a little of ‘the iron’ of 
the old Roman State from which it 
sprang. And not only so, but democ- 
racy, as we have it, contains latent 
principles which, in times of emergency 
(as during the late war) can be quickl 
invoked to clothe the President. wit 
power of the most autocratic and far- 
reaching character. And it is, in fact, 
these undemocratic features of modern 
‘democracy’ which give a measure of 
stability to the government, and con- 
stitute a safeguard against the spirit 
of pure democracy that is flaming up in 
the minds of discontented and restless 
millions, 

“Only in Russia, thus far, has the ex- 
periment of a form of government ap- 
proaching ideal democracy been at- 
tempted. A description of the results 
already manifested would fill volumes 
with its gruesome details. As a mere 
indication of what has developed in one 
short year of ‘Bolshevism,’ we quote 
from a recent despatch from London 
which, after declaring that in Russia 
at the present time ‘any restraint on sin- 
ful impulses or \covetous desire is laughed 
to scorn,’ and that ‘the propaganda for 
freedom of the mind is Seed on denial 
of the existence of God, and denial of 
the authority of any moral law,’ goes on 
to say: - 

. ‘One officer despairingly remarked 
to me: “In Russia now there is no God, 
no law, no property, no money, no food 
—only FREEDOM... . And it is this new 
and wonderful equality of man, which 
by means of torture, outrage and as- 
sassinations, proclaims the Tenia of 
mind and body to the devastated Russian 
nation.”’” (Hamilton Bros., Scripture 
Truth Depot, 120 Tremont Street, Bos- 
ton, $1.25, net.) 


The Ships of Peace (By Basil Math- 
ews).—i This very readable little book 
gives brief sketches of some of the boats 
that have been operated by the London 
Missionary Society, chiefly of those sail- 
ing among the many groups of islands 
in the Southern Pacific. From the sail- 
ing of the first vessel, the Duff, in 1796, 
until now, these boats have gone to and 
fro on their mission of life and peace. 
Storm and shipwreck, savage cannibal 
tribes, and strange languages have only 
stimulated, not~stopped, the noble work. 
An interesting map and a list of the 
principal vessels of the Society are added 
at the end of the book. (Humphrey Mil- 
ford, Oxford University Press, New 
York City, $1.15). 


Christmas |}. 
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Five Cents 
Will Feed Five People 


It will serve them’ five liberal dishes of delicious Quaker Oats. 


And that is the supreme food — almost the ideal food. 


In balance 


and nutrition it’s the greatest food that grows. 


Any other food you might serve is a lesser food than oats. 


Other 5-Cent Breakfasts 


Note what five cents, buys in other foods at current prices. 
Compare these foods with Quaker Oats as a breakfast dish for five. 


Then compare on the nutriment basis — on the calory value. The 
calory is the energy measure of food value. 


What 5 Cents Buys 
at this writing 





single egg 
Costs &§ cents 





Three slices bacon 
Cost 5 cents 





A cup of custard 
Costs about 5 cents 





A bit of meat 
Costs twice 5 cents 






A little fish 


Costs twice §'cents 


Muffins for five 
Would cost § cents 





This is what some necessary foods 
now cost per 1,000 calories, based 
on prices at this writing: 





Cost Per 1,000 Calories 


Quaker Oats ... . 5c 
Average Meats o « « 468 
Average Fish . . . . 50c 
Hen’s Eggs oes e + ae 
Vegetables " lic to 75c. 











Meat, eggs and fish will average ten 
times Quaker Oats in cost. 
Feeding one person well in those 


ways costs as much as feeding ten on 
oats. 


Consider that fact in -your breakfasts, 
Save on that meal, and start the day on 
the supreme food — oats, 


The saving will help pay for costlier 
foods at dinner. 


Quaker 


Oats 


Sapreme in Their Flavor 


Quaker Oats are flaked from queen 
grains only—just the rich, plump, 
flavory oats. We get but ter pounds 
from a bushel. They mean finer flavor, 
better breakfasts, without extra price. 


15c and 35c per package 
Except in the Far West and South 
Packed in Sealed Round Packages with 
Removable Cover 
3340 











































































Sold by Dreguists. Send fee docertenive hesktet 
ntisepticThroatTablets for 
TryCreselene. ivy basher Se 


THE VAPO.CRESOLENE CO 62 Cortlandt St. 
or Leeming-Miles Building, Montreal, 


re og as , Girlett 
rh, En tery 
| sxrrts sah (Seng, eae, Taam) of Ontnre 


ISCRIMINAT 


y ° 
Children’s Day Music 
** In the Way He Should Go” y. our new service 
by — Sanford Tillotson and C. Harold Loy. 
den and we believe it to be better than last year 
service which was our most successful effort. Our 
































will be more. priate solos 
duets q priate s nnd | pe nag We te us. QUEEN 
CALENDAR AT HOME isa new Young Peo- 
ple’s Comsete. ai e for any pe part f the year. It is by 
the above named writers and is a dandy. 3$ceach, 
$3.00 the doz. Ask for a sample. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Publkishers for Discriminators 














HILDREN'S DAY 


J-MuUsiC TREE 


Samples free to Superintendents, Pastors or Committees 
CHILDREN’S DAY HELPER, No. 6, 15c each 
Other Helpers at same price. 50c for 4 different books. 


HALL-MACK.. CO. ae Arch Street, 
ADAM GEIBEL CO.) Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHILDREN'S DAY MUSIC 


the latter a Patriotic Children’s 
copies free, A roll of ave eeamplos of our Epqent, tamale 
th anor, for 10 cents 
HBCITATIONS, 1 Dial and DRILLS for 
CHILDREN'S hd No. nd 4—250 each the 3 oe = 
peice D. OaNTat TA — “SUMMER oe 




















Catalo er soe 
SF "37 the 








a a eg 
(JUBILATE 


y Scheols 
these dey Be with the 
te in your school will 


song high grade but 
not Gidicuh Brices 0 to > sult 5, $32. 50» $35, $40 the 
hundred, urnable sample 


HA LL-MA con i018 Arch S rest, Phila, 


The Jeyful 
Thousands of schools is 
greatest of satisfaction . 
increase attendance. 








By service ? 

By turning over a new leaf? 

By asserting one’s manhood ? 
By right thinking? 

By denying the existence of sin ? 
By unselfishness ? 

By their sacrifices ? 


NO! NOI 


What is the Gospel ? 


By CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 


Gives clear light on this and other vital 
questions. 


Paper, 35 cents ; Cloth, 50 cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 








sites every pre baa fOs-a8e soe and there }- 


45th and Race Streets, Philadetphie. — H 





Can 

Answer Prayer?” rae gg Vv) 

contains the following beautiful com- 
ment: 

“If Hannah’s prayer for a son had 
been answeréd at the time she set for 
herself, the nation might have never 
known the mighty man of God it found 
in Samuel. Hannah wanted‘ only a son, 
but God wanted more.. He ‘wanted a 
prophet, a ruler,-a saviour for his peo- 
ple. Some one hase said that in this in- 
stance ‘God had to get a woman before 
he could get a man.’ This woman he 
got in Hannah precisely by Gemying the 
answer to her prayer, for out of the 
discipline of those weeks and months 
and years there came a woman with 
a vision like God’s, with tempered soul 
and a’ spirit and seasoned will, pre- 
pared to be the kind of a mother for 
the kind of a man God knew the nation 
needed.” 


April 26 to Mav 2 


Mvn.—1 Samuel 1 : 9-18, 27, 28. 
Samuel Given, and Lent to the Lord, 
The right time and way to degin 
training a child: first, by prayer, before 
conception (vs. 10 and 11 ; second, by 
dedication, before birth (vs. 27 and 28). 
How few children are blessed with such 


-e- start} Not many of these “go wrong,” 


at least not permanently. 

Prayer Svuocestigns: Pray, if ‘you 
have small children, that their first rec- 
ollections may be those of prayer and 
of loving godly lives. Pray for parents 
and chilean 1” ongodiy homes. Pray 
for all children, especially the orphaned 
and neglected. 


Tues.—1 Samuel 2 : 1-11. 
Hannah’s Thanksgiving. 
Of every ten who pray, only et 
one truly offers praise. (See L Luke ol?! 
15-18.) Toke didn’t belong to e 
nine.” “The barren hath borne seven,” 
she exultantly sang. One was her heart’s 
desire. The Lord gave —— abun- 
dantly” — one child, but to her he was 
s “seven,” 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
mother, and for every teacher and gov- 
erness and nurse, remembering that “the 


hand that rocks the cradle rules the 


world.” Pray for all day-school and 
Sunda smhool tedchers and children. 
Pray fer your neighbor's children. 
Wed.—1 Samuel 2 : 18-20, 26. 

Samuel Serving Eli. 
“Samuel serving Eli.” 
The Word says: “Samuel serving the 
Lord” (vs. 11 and .18), 
was not primarily before the congre- 
gation, or before men. Little wonder 
that he “grew before the Lord” (v. 21), 
and was “in favor both with the Lord, 
and also with men” (v. 26). 

Prayer. Succestions: Pray for the 
proper training of children im every 
church junior society, and that “ ae Jom 
of the Lord” and loyalty to his Word 
be inculcated first of all. 


The topic says: 


tains before seven. 


Thurs.—1. Samuel 3 : 1-13, 19, 28. 

The Call of the Boy Samuel. 
_ What mingled sweetness and sadness 
in this passage of Scripture! A mother’s 


dedication of. her child was followed 


soon hy his implicit obedience and Wi- 
vine acceptance; a father’s failure to 
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by their disobedience and his and their] 


His ministry 


Remember as 
you pray that usually “what a child re- 
tains after eleven depends on what he ob- 





train his children was foll@wed ere long 


“yg ¥4 
as De eh ay * oF oY 
i oi, ‘es ere” u wwe pes 
* Ps os > 


4 


rejection. As the sowing, so the reap- 


ing. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : 
father. Spiritual failure in- hy Bh fon 


worse than temporal failure in jtome i 


Pray that fathers may cultivate the con- 


ding companionship of their children, 
fading pani iP of 


esp sons. Pray for 
hearted and clean-exampled parents. 
Fri—Mark 1 ; 14-28. : 

Jesus Calling Disciples. 
he called” ; “straightway 
Compare this with the 
usual reluctant se, often a strug- 

of_- years. eter and Andrew, 

ames and John, Samuel and Paul — 
immediately they answered God's call; 


“Straightwa 
forsook. he 


| signally God honored their ministry. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
boy or girl, the young man or aged 
woman, who is perplexed as to 
her life work, or as to his or her “call,” 
or as 2 vithe problem” of divine guid- 
ance. for the Eom instruction 
of all ik: Read lm 25:9; 32:8; 

roverbs 3: 6; James 1:5. 

Sat.—Acts 26 : 15-29. 
Paul’s Account of his Call. 

“Where no vision is, the people per- 
ish” (Prov. 29:18). What would Paul’s 
life have been without “the heavenly vi- 
sion”? Or Samuel’s? Or Isaiah’s? -Or 
Daniel’s ? These men had their souls’ win- 
dows open towatd God. So may we, 
to eo ight of the Spirit through the 

ord, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : 
Bible-training school, 
every young eople’s religious paper, 
every young folks’ organization, every 
boy or girl away from home, every stu- 
dent volunteer, every young pastor and 
missionary and other Christian worker. 
Sun.—2 Timothy 4 ; 1-8. 

Paul’s Charge to Timothy. 

And to us; to vou, “if ye will hear his 
voice” (Heb, 4: tae A charge gio 
lar} pepynent to the present day (vs 
3 vf ow few who oust | to be Tim- 
ethys and Samuels we ready to say: 


Pray for every 
every seminary, 


“Speak, Lord; gle servant heareth.” 
Is it pee eS mand Lak spp _ instant 
i prayer? uk = 


PRAYER oe th "hs there 
be more mothers and grandmothers like 
those of Timothy (2. Tim. 1:5; 3:15). 
Pray for the churches and communities 
given over to apostasy. Pray for the 
whitened harvest fields awasting laborers. 
Pray for all coming out-door confer- 
ences ‘and religious gatherings. 


ie 
Tithing Literature Free 


O ALL ministers who will write for 

them, samples of seven — pam- 
phiets and leaflets will be sent vy The 
Layman Company, 143 North abash 
Avenue, Chicago. This company is fur- 
nishing free, postpaid, two of these 
pamphlets at a time in sufficient quan- 
tities to supply one copy of each to every 
family in the congregations of the min- 
isters applying for them. “Thanksgiv- 
ing Ann” and “How to Tithe and Why,” 
have been recommended as especially 
useful. 

With every package of samples will 
be sent one copy each of three pamphlet 
helpful in tithing sermon material; and 
also a sample Tithing Account Book. 









This question is answered 
page | 194-of the 


Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Bd. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, B.D. 


Bes Eee viento o. 
cur. Dr. Scobeld's helps are eausl 
to a Bible study course. 

New Edition. 2 Sizes. 34 Styles 
Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on Orford 
lndia Paper. Circular apon request. ‘Al ell dealers. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 32d Street, - - New York 














IF YOU OWN A SCOFIELD BIBLE. 
Send us your name-and address and we 
will send you a help to its study. 


Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1721-23 Spring Garden St., Phila. 








What is sin? ks | 











to hasten HIS RETURN to this 


gay ours, to 
that oi easton that HE ‘alone can con- 


onaneney to distribute prayerfully, regularly, 


‘GOSPEL TRACTS 


mectnge of SALVATION from 
4 aa ay Cg ae the tracts published by 


contain-just such a 
Send Se today for package containing over 56 


ag eR 6226 Webster St, Fille, 0.8. A. 











S. S. LESSON ILLUSTRATOR 
enced pends it Biton Larne eran age teFire ig no ether 
Tiss wel.”"Samolecopyitensap Frith eve_-NewY ork 





ave., NewYork 


, TABLETS 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 686 W. 27th St, New York City. 














Chairs, Tables, JL DS Plates,etc. 
Globe Furniture Company, 72,55 Eisc* 


Good Books for 


- Your Training Class 


1.—Training the Teacher 


In four parts: (t) The Book, A. F. 
Schauffler, D.D.; (2) The Pupil, Mrs, 
A; A: Lamioreaux; (3) The Teacher, 
Martin G. Brumbaugh, LL.D.; (4) 
The Sunday-School, Mr. Marion Law- 
rance. Approved as a First Standard 
Course by the Committee, on Educa- 
tion, International Sunday-School As- 
sociation. Cloth, 60 cents; paper, 40 
cents, 


{l.— Teacher-Training with the 
Master Teacher 
Studies of Christin the act of teach- 
ing, as a means of learning how to 
teach. By C. S. Beardslee, D.D, 60 
cents. 


Ill.—The Making of a Teacher 


Discussed mainly from the psycholog- 
ical viewpoint, By Martin G. Brum- 
baugh, Ph.D. LL.D., Ex-Governor 
of Peumiyivanie. $r.25. 


— ae Teacher- 


Not a course in ‘teacher-training, but 
a book full of suggestions for the stare- 
ing and carrying on of teacher-training 
classes. A book to put into the hands 
of any one who doubts the value of 
that work or who wants to know how 
to go about it.. By Prof. H. M. 
Hamill, for many years Superinten- 
dent of the Teacher-Training Work in 
the Methodist Episcypal’ Church, 
South. Revised edition, 5O cents. 
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1031 Walnut Street, - Philadelphia, Pa. 


We shall be glad to send any of these books on approval 
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